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neath the skin, contain the various matters I 
described to you in the last lecture, more 
particularly matters of a more or less fatty 
substance ; but we sometimes find these cysts 
seated more deeply, perhaps seated imme- 
diately under the superficial muscles ; and it 
is these that contain hydatids; that is, 
globular bags, filled with fluid, and not adhe- 
rent to the cysts in which they are contained, 
Now, I remember seeing an operation per- 
formed on a young woman for a tumour in 
the neck. It was conjectured to be a solid 
tumour, but when the integuments were di- 
vided and the part was cut open, it turned 
outto be a large hydatid. There was a 
| smooth eyst and a large hydatidinit. I re- 











Encysted Tumours.—In the last lecture, [| member an instance of an operation at this 
spoke of encysted tumours, and in mention- | hospital, where there was a tumour removed 
ing the opinion entertained by Sir A. Cooper, | from the upper and inner part of the thigh 
that they consist of enlarged sebaceous folli- | of a female ; it was rather deeply seated ; 
cles, I stated such circumstances as tended | so that before the operation was performed 
to show the analogy in poiat of structure be- | no very clear opinion could be formed of its 
tween those productions and the integu-| composition, but when it was exposed it 
ments. I observed to you that the fatty | turned out to be a bag containing a con- 
substance which fills these bags, is similar | siderable number of hydatids, I met with 
to that of the adipose membranes in which | an instance, myself, of a large cyst contain- 
they are embedded. I mentioned to you | ing hydatids developed in the orbit. AndI 
the cuticular lining which was found on| may mention to you, generally, that the 
their internal surface ; and I observed fur- | loose cellular and adipose tissues which fill 
ther, that they frequently contain growths of up the intervals amongst the nerves and 





hair, intermixed with the fat. 
staff bas been kind enough to favour me with 
a few specimens of this kind, from his va- 
juable collection. I now show you a speci- 
men, taken from an animal ; it is froma bul- 
lock, and Mr. Langstaff informs me, that 
when the hair of the animal is of a dark 
colour, the cuticular lining of the bag is algo 
dark. In this instance both the cuticular 
lining and the hair are dark. The next 
which I show you is a small cyst, taken from 
a sheep, containing a quantity of wool. 
Here is a specimen from the human subject, 
of a cyst turned inside out, showing a large 
quantity of hair. Mr. Langstaff confirms the 
fact I mentioned to you, of these hairs being 
without bulbs, 

I should have stated to you in the last lec- 
ture, but I omitted to do so, that the cysts 
sometimes contain hydatids. These cysts, 
which are immediately subcutaneous, which 
lie in the adipose stratum immediately be- 
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Mr, Lang- the various muscles between the globe and 


| the orbit, are the seat of a great number of 
growths, both of the sarcomatous and the 
encysted kinds. The patient to whom I 
{allude, had a painful affection of the eye, 
| or, rather, of the parts situated behind the 
eye. Gradually the eye began to protrude 
from the socket. The patient had very 
great pain, deep-seated pain in the orbit, 
and in the eyebrow and neighbouring bone. 
The protrusion of the eye increased, vision 
became disturbed, and at length was wholly 
jlost. The pain in the head and neighbour- 
ing parts increasing, and becoming so con- 
siderable as to deprive the patient of rest, 
and rendering him very ill, he lost flesh and 
was brought into a very bad state. These 
changes went on slowly, and on examining 
the case very carefully, | found a prominence 
between the upper eyelid and the globe 
of eye, @ something projected, which led 
me to believe that a tumour was there, 


SN 
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The extent of the tumonr, however, was} produce effects which are prejudicial to the 
uncertain ; its boundaries were by no means eye, and, therefore, we are quickly com- 
well defined, and it was altogether doubtful | pelled to teke measures for the removal of 
what one should do with it, But after re-| the disease. 
peated examipations it appeared that there} Affections. of the Shin.—I mentioned to 
was an obscure fluctuation in the tumour, | you, generally, the divisions which have been 
and from these circumstances I was led to| adopted by the more recent writers, in the 
puncture it, to see whether it contained fluid, | diseases of the skin ; and 1 shall now pro- 
and to get some kind of insight into the na- | ceed to offer to you such observations as I 
ture of it. When I punctured it a small bave to make on this subject. In the: first 
uantity of transpareut fluid escaped, and I | division of cutaneous diseases, that is, in 
ound that I did not then know much more | the exanthemata we observe simply vascular 
about it than 1 had done before. However, | excitement, distension of the blood-vessels, 
on seeing the patient a few days afterwards, | increased redness of tle skin in consequence 
I found a sort of white membranous sub-| of that distension, and no other appearance, 
stance protruding at the opening, and on | These affections terminate -either in the 
taking hold of it with the forcaps | drew out | sudden disappearance of the symptoms, that 
an hydatid. In the course of afew days more kind of termination which | described to you 
I saw the patient again, and there was an-/| under the French term of delitescence, they 
other small protrusion at the opening; on | terminate in a little effusion—resolution, or 
drawing that away, I found it consisted of | very commonly by a separation of the cuticle 
another hydatid, and some others followed | from the inflamed skin—desquamation. In 
it. Iwas led from these circumstances to} the case of measles und scariet fever, this 
conceive that there must be a larger quantity | vascular excitement is general; it extends 
of these hydatids within the orbit, and that | over the whole body, and it is preceded in 


they must have caused the projection of the 
eye from the socket; 1 therefore injected 
water into the opening and dislodged near- 
ly half a teacupful of hydatids of various 
sizes, from the size of the head of a pin, to 
that of a large horse-bean or larger. When 
the cyst was thus cleared of its contents the 


those cases by® general febrile disturhanee 
of the system, more or less severe, of which 
the cutaneous disease comes to be a syntpa- 
thetic effect, or symptomatic. The more im- 
|portant point in these cases is the febrile 
disturbance of the economy. People do not 
jsuffer from the derangement as far as it 


eye passed back into the orbit. 1 did not) affects the skin; these are affections, how- 


know exactly what might happen with re- | ever, most of them, that belong to the con- 


spect to the cyst from which these hydatids | sideration of the physician, and, therefore, 
had been discharged. However, inflamma-|1 have but little to say about them. 

tion took place in the sides of it, purulent) Nosologists speak of roseola and ery- 
discharge occurred from the opening, that | thema—superficial eruptions of the skin, 
gradually diminished, and, in fact, the aper-| usually occurring in patthes; that is, in 
ture closed, and the patient was completely | portions of greater or lesser extent on the 
relieved, so far as the return of the eye) skin; not occurring with vesication, or any 
and the loss of the hydatids; but the pro-| change of that sort—occurring as the imme- 
trusion had been too great, and the loss of| diate effect of some exteroal irritation, or 
the sight too long, to allow of its being/| more frequently as the consequence of some 
recovered, | may mention to you, generally, | derangement of the stomach aud aliment- 
that the development of tumours is very|ary canal—some internal affection. In the 
common in the orbit; that we very fre-| work of Dr. Bateman, which 1 mentioned 
quently meet with tumours in the orbit,/to you in the last lecture, there are some 
either of a solid or of am encysted kind. | representations given of those affections. I 
T have seen them containing watery fluid, | now show you a view of that red efflorescence, 
sometimes, a fatty substance. However,| or redness of the skin, to which the name of 
with respect to these tumours, we may |roseola is given, generally occurring in chil- 
say what I stated to you generally, as to| dren. There are two other representations 
other tumours fatty and encysted occurring |of roseola given—roseola variolosa, and 
in the other parts of the body; that when|roseola vaceina. These are superficial red- 
these tumours, by their bulk, or from any | nesses of the skin occurring in small.pox and 
other circumstence, interfere with the func- | cow-pox. The term erythema means simple 


tions of the important parts in which they 
are originally seated, that you must remove 
them ; and, in fact, the necessity of remov- 
ing them from this cause, occurs eaflier in 
the orbit, than when they occur in other 
places, for here is part of very small size, 
anb the tumour soon acquires such a mag- 
nitade as to interfere with the optic nerve, to 





redness, and the disease to which the term 
erythema is applied, consists simply of in- 
creased vascular excitement of certain parts 
of the skin—there is no other change. 
When any external irritation is applied to 
the skin, such redness is produced; the 
friction of the dress, when it is too tight, 
will produce it; the friction of the skin in 
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certain parts of fat individuals—what is'! 
called chafing, will produce superficial in- | 
flammation of the skin. The application of 
heat, or any irritating substance, will pro- 
duce simple irritation of the skin. The con- | 
tact of acrimonious discharges with the) 
skin, as in the case of gonorrlicea, diarrhea, | 
dysentery, produces redness, and various. 
effects upon the skin, in such parts as they | 
come in contact with. In females affected | 
with gonorrhea, we see really very severe 
symptoms produced, simply from the irri- | 
tating properties of the discharge that takes | 

lace from the vagina upon the sound parts. | 

é sometimes find the integuments of the 
= which it flows over, become of a most 

right-red colour. If this continues, the 
cuticle will separate, and the parts become, | 
as we call it, excoriated, that is, deprived of | 
their cuticular covering. The inflammation 
which is excited in the skin, loosens the cu-| 
ticle, and that separates, and when this’ 
takes place, there is a kind of purulent dis- 
charge occurs, generally of an unpleasant 
odour. We find that such parts will go into 
ulceration ; we find that warty excrescen- 
ces will arise from’ them; that flattened 
growths, such as are called condylomata, 
which are larger productions, warty ex- 
crescences will arise; all these are merely 
effects from the simple external applica- 
tion of acrimonious discharges to the skin. 
Another head which Dr. Willan and Dr. 
Batemen mention, is erythema nodosum— 
small patches of the skin, particularly of the 
extremities, and especially of the lower ex- 
tremities, in which there is not redness of 
the skin merely, but swelling of the subja- 
cent cellular membrane. There 1s a figure 
in the work of Dr. Bateman, which is 
really very much like what we see in ery- 
thema nodosum, The patches are gene- 
rally of an oval form, of a red colour, and 
the inflammation involves not merely the 
skin, but the subcutaneous cellular mem- 
brane. 

Now the truth is, that with respect to 
these superficial inflammations, whether 
they come under the head of roseola, or) 
under the head of erythema, so far as the 
local effect is concerned, they are of very 
little consequence. ‘The internal affections | 
which give rise to them, may be of more or 
less importance ; that is, the disturbed state 
of the alimentary canal, which produces 
erythema nodosum, or which produces any 
other of those diseases, may be of some con- 
sequence ; but the cutaneous condition is of 
no importance, for the erythema nodosum, 
which is the worst form of these diseases, 
terminates by resolution. ‘The skin and sub- 
cutaneous membrane are swollen, red, and 
inflamed ; but in a little time the redness 
subsides, the swelling goes off, and the 
whole disappears. So far as the local treat- 
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ment, therefore, goes, a mild course of 
treatment is sufficient. A mild satarnine or 
spirituous lotion may be applied, to allay the 


|heat, and will probably be effectual, if you 


also adopt such internal treatment as will 
remove that condition of the alimentary 
canal, which is calculated to produce the 
affection. 

Erysipelas.—We come, then, in the next 
place, to the consideration of erysipelas. 
The affection which we denominate by that 
term, is, in popular language, called St. An- 
thony’s fire. By erysipelas, I understand 
simple inflammation of: the skin. 1 do not 
regard that term as denoting any particular 
kind of inflammation, capable of affecting 
other parts, although the term has sometimes 
been used in that sense ; and this erysipe~ 
latous inflammation has been spoken of in 
contra-distinction to phlegmon, or common 
erysipelas. But when we come to consider 
the phenomena that characterise erysipela- 
tous inflammation, we find they apply to in- 
flammation which is seated in the skin; and 
you would be at a loss to describe the cha- 
racters of an erysipelatous affection which at- 
tacked the brain or any other internal organ. I 
consider, therefore, that erysipelas is merely 
another term for cutaneous inflammation, or 
inflammation of the skin. Now it is true that 
the mucous membrane of the body bears a 
Strong analogy to the integuments ; the two 
are connected together at the outlets of the 
mucous canals; thus it happens, that there 


is a good deal of uniformity between the 


affections of the two. Thus the mucous 
membrane may possibly put on a form of in- 
flammation which occasionally approaches to 
that of erysipelas of the skin; and thus 
we hear people speak of erysipelatous sore 
throat; but I believe no one who uses that 
term, would be able to point out any charac- 
ter to distinguish erysipelatous, from come 
mon sore throat. In facet, there is no clear 
assignable mark to distinguish erysipelutous 
sore throat from sore throat of any other 
kind. 

In erysipelas, we find swelling, beat, in- 
creased redness and pain, extending over a 
considerable portion of the surface of the 
body. ‘These effects are produced by sim- 
ple vascular excitement in the part that is 
the seat of disease ; simple distension of its 
blood-vessels, without any deposition of 
lymph into the texture of the inflamed 
skin—without any of that deposition which 
produces the hard and firm swelliag of 
phlegmonous inflammation. Thus we find 
that erysipelatous inflammation of a part 
comes on very suddenly; that it occasion- 
ally goes off suddenly; and that it leaves 
behind it no mark recognisable by exami- 
nation after death. The redness in the case 
of erysipelatous inflammation arises from @ 
state of distension of the most superficial 
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vessels of the body. Hence the colour is} then vesications, bursting of the vesications, 
usually that of a very bright red—a bright | incrustations, and scabbing; and then, as 
scarlet. Frequently it is observed that the| this process attacks successive portions of 
redness in erysipelas has something of aj the skin, we find that the part which had 
yellowish cast in it, so that it is compared | been first inflamed has recovered and be- 
to the colour of the rose, and hence, in|come completely sound. Thus erysipela- 
many languages, from this tesemblance, it is | tous inflammation not uncommonly extends 
called rose-rash. In some parts of England | over a large portion of, or, indeed, over the 
it is also so called; it bears the same name | whole body; and this disposition to extend 
likewise in France and in Germany. Under} itself is a character which particularly dis- 
certain states—that is, where the inflamma: | tinguishes erysipelas from phlegmon. We 
tion is not very active, and where the part|can hardly wonder, when we see how dis- 
is in a situation unfavourable to the return | tinct the two affections are, that some per- 
of the blood, the redness may assume a/sons should have supposed there is some- 
livid cast. The swelling in erysipelas is | thing essentially differentin them; because, 
soft and diffused; it extends over a con-! in phlegmon, you have a certain kind of in- 
siderable surface of the body, and is soft to| flammation limited to a particular spot, going 
the touch. The swelling in erysipelas arises | through a certain change in that part, and 


from serous effusion into the subcutaneous; 
cellular tissue; it does not arise from any | 
deposition into the texture of the inflamed | 
skin, but from the effusion of serum into the 
subcutaneous cellular tissue. Sometimes! 
the inflammation is not sufficiently active to 
produce swelling ; you may have erysipelas | 
consisting of simple redness, without tume- 
faction of the affected part. The pain that 
attends erysipelatous inflammation is of a 
smarting and burning kind, attended with a 
peculiar sensation of heat, and when it is 
violent, with a very sharp sensation of heat. 
The part is sensibly hotter; you perceive 
this when you put your hand to it, and the 
patient feels this also very evidently, When 
the inflammation has arisen to a certain 
height, you find that effusion takes place 
from the inflamed vessels on the surface of 
the skin; that a serous fluid is poured out | 
from them, which elevates the cuticle into) 
vesicles of a greater or less size. Occa- | 
sionally, vesications thus produced are of| 
considerable size, and pretty much resemble 
the vesications which are produced by the | 
application of a blister. More commonly, | 
the inflamed skin in erysipelas becomes | 
covered with an infinite number of very | 


not affecting any other, while in erysipelas 
the inflammation spreads from its original 
seat indefinitely, and there is no limit to 
its extension; in mapy instances it has 
affected the whole of the body. However, 
the seat of inflammation is not the same 
in phlegmon that it is in erysipelas, In 
phiegmon it is in the cellular membrane, 
while in erysipelas it is in the skin ; and, 
with reference to the spreading, the skin, 
over the whole body, constitutes, as it were, 
but one organ, it is homogeneous ; and we 
cannot wonder that when inflammation has 
once attacked the capillaries of the skin, it 
should spread over the whole body. Thus, 
in erysipelas, we see no tendency to the li- 
mitation observable in phlegmon. Why is it 
that the extension of phlegmon is thus 
limited? It is limited in this way by the 
effusion of coagulable lymph around the 
seat of affection. This lymph constitutes a 
barrier or wall to the affection, and prevents 
its going beyond a certain point. Now this 
effusion does not take place in erysipelas ; 
on the contrary, thé disposition to dissemi- 
nate itself seems to be the peculiar and dis- 
tinguishing featute of erysipelas. When 
the inflammation then has gone over a par- 


small vesications of various sizes—from the | ticular part of the body, and'when it has 
size of the head of a pin to that of a horse- | taken the course of vesication, scabbing, and 
bean, and they are so thickly seated on the |incrustation of the cuticle, the complaint 
skin, as to cover its whole surface. The | comes to its natural end. 

contents of these vesications are, in the first Sometimes, under the incrustations that 
instance, colourless and transparent, or they | are formed by the escape of the contents of 
may have a slight yellowish-brown tint. Ina| these vesicles, superficial ulcerations occur, 
little time they become decidedly yellowish, | although, generally, when the scabs fall off, 
and then purulent. ‘The vesications break,| the skin beneath is sound. There is not 


their contents escape, and incrust on the 
surface of the skin into thin scabs. After 


remaining adherent for a certain time these | 


scabs separate, and the skin under them will 
be found to have recovered its healthy state. 
While this process is going on in one por 
tion of the skin, the inflammation extends 


|much tendency in erysipelas to the produc- 
tion of two states, which are very common 
in phlegmon ; I mean suppuration and mor- 
tification. Suppuration is, in fact, a very 
rare occurrence in simple erysipelas. ‘To- 
wards the end, or the decline of the inflam- 
mation, we sometimes find small formations 


to many fresh parts around, and precisely | of matter under the skin, but mortification is 
the same course takes place in them also.|a very uncommon occurrence ; it may take 
There are, first, redness, heat, and swelling ; | place in simple erysipelas, but we very 
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seldom see it. On the other hand, simple ery-| will not be troubled with erysipelas as a 






































ons, 
, as sipelas very often terminates in a mere dis-| consequence of surgical operations, _ 
s of appearance of the affection, or by resolution ;| You will find another form of erysipelas 

had but whether it ends in vesication, which is| occasionally affecting the head, which ap- 

be- its more natural course, or whether it goes proaches very much to the course of that 
ela- off without arriving at this form, desquama- | which nosologists call exanthemata; that is, 

nds tion of the cuticle almost invariably occurs ;| eruptive appearances attended with fever. 5 i 
the i i -\I rsipel i ad, you have a & 
nd Subuhsanhdianpessest elke jours whieh| disaivense af Ge coatem Be cep Sage 
lis- is technically called desquamation. You) previous. The patient seems hot, feverish, 
We will naturally suppose, that a violent disorder | and thirsty, and has a white tongue; the b 
iis- of this kind cannot attack a large extent of| pulse is accelerated, and perhaps strong ; 
er- the surface of the skin, without being ac-| perhaps there is something of nausea and 
ne= companied by symptoms of greater or less sickness, and the erysipelatous swelling of 

se, — ae  . many re ni = “ee aan of ~ eg hee on. L he —_— . 
in- sipelas, considerable fever precedes the de- | becomes red and soft, diffused swelling oc- . 
ng velopment of inflammation of the skin, so curs in it; it vesicates, and then the in- 

nd that inflammation of the skin is sympathetic flammation extends to another part, which 

las of the general disturbance, and not the origi- goes through the same course ; and in this ‘ } 
nal nal affection itself, When the inflammation | way the inflammation goes over the whole 

to of the skin takes place, it acts sympatheti- head—the affection lasting perhaps ten days ¢ 
as cally _ = digestive engens, and — — or ype Ye — has -_ — ¢ 
Pr, parts of the economy, and increases the dis- | itself it probably comes to an end. This has 

ne turbance which has originally produced it. been called erysipelas exanthematicum— : 
In In many cases, the inflammation of the skin | exanthematous erysipelas ; and it certainly ; 
e, is produced by direct exciting causes acting | would appear to be a different kind of in- : 
d, on the skin—causes of an irritating kind. | flammation from that which occurs in the 

a, Injuries, wounds, surgical operations, heat- | skin, when erysipelas follows a wound, or 

e, ing and irritating dressings, or coverings | surgical operation, Thus, then, you have that 

re applied to wounds after operations ; all these, | inflammation which occurs from direct irri- 

as by their direct irritating effects, ave capable | tating causes, where local inflammation is 

it of directly producing erysipelatous inflam- | apparent first, and is followed as a conse- 

s, mation, that is, inflammation of the skin, | quence by general disturbance of the system. 

i- which will extend more or less ‘from the Inflammation in the skin, when it 7 

it original part in which it began, over the rest | arises in this way, show’ itself under dif- p 

3 of the body. Now in estimating the effects | ferent characters. In some cases it is con- } 

e of these directly irritating causes, we must) fined to the part in which it originally ap- h 

e consider the state of constitution of the in-| peared, and does not extend beyond it. In 

a dividuals in whom they occur. A wound, or|other instances, it gradually extends poor’ 

3 a surgical operation performed on a person | the whole limb which it has attacked, an 

s in a very healthy state of body, will not be | perhaps over the whole body ; thus erysi- 

; attended with erysipelas ; but if you perform | pelas is distinguished by the terms erysipelas 

° an operation on a person in very robust | /ixwm, that is, fixed, or confined, erysipelas ; 

- health, - you ~~ an operation on a and erysipelas erraticum, that is, wandering 

1 person who is in the habit of living very | erysipelas. Sometimes the effusion of serum 

- freely, who has continued his ordinary ha-j|into the subcutaneous cellular tissue, is a 

; bits of eating and drinking up to the time of | marked feature in the complaint, producing 

} the operation, and if you pay no attention to | a considerable swelling of the limb, for in- 

t the general state of health, before perform-| stance, in which it has taken place ; this 





ing it, erysipelas will be very likely to ensue. | bas been called @dematous erysipelas. 

Under any cireumstances, however, if you) 1 should have observed to you, with 
dress the wound in an injudicious way, ap-| respect to the general disturbance attending 
ply tight bandages over the part with a| these cases of inflammation, that in some 
large quantity of dressings, keep it exces- | instances it exhibits the characters of what 
sively hot, allow the patient injudicious| would be called inflammatory fever ; that is, 
diet, permit him to take animal food, and/there is an excited state of the pulse, an 
other such improper nourishment, it will| accelerated pulse, a fulness and strength of 
very probably end in erysipelas. When, | the pulse, with pain in the head, and those 
indeed, this affection takes place after the | other effects which attend inflammatory dis- 
performance of an operation, | believe | may , turbances of the system. In some instances, 
say you will, invariably, be enabled to trace | it is more particularly marked by the symp- 
it to some neglect, either in the previous toms which denote disturbance of the diges- 
preparation of the patient, the dressing of tive organs, so that the patient is considered 
the wound, or the diet after it; but that, if to labour under what is called gastric or 
you attend properly to all these things, you bilious fever; where there is a foul aasty 
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state of the tongue, and irregularity of the | I saw him. He was about thirty-one years 
functions.of the digestive organs, generally. of age. I immediately bled him, and took 
But whether the symptoms are, at first, of| away thirty ounces of blood, which was 
one kind or the other, they often exhibit an| very strongly buffed and cupped,—exhibit- 
altered character as the complaint proceeds. ing as good a specimen of inflammatory 
That general disturbance which, in the first | blood as you would wish to see. I then 
instance, may have been inflammatory, as-| gave him two grains of calomel, aud two 
sumes a different character, after the com- | grains of James's powder, every six hours, 
plaint has lasted for some time ; the pulse, | and in the intervals between them, a dose of 
which was strong, may become weak ; the saline medicine, and some occasional purga- 
tongue dry and brown, aud the general tives. 1 applied warm fomentations con- 
symp a typhoid appearance. | tantly to the part; and by these means, in 
In some instances, the head is very con-/|the course of avery few days, the inflamma- 
siderably affected; in the latter stage, tion was at an end, and he was convalescent. 
delirium comes on, and the patient becomes You cannot, however, regulate your course 
comatose, falls into a state of low, mutter-| simply by u reference to the -age of the 
ing delirium, and at last stupid and in-! patient. “This gentleman was ebout thirty 





sensible. 
Treatment.—As erysipelas is essentially 


of an inflammatory nature, its treatment | 


must be antiphlogistic. In young and robust 
persons, when the local and general symp- 
toms are well marked, you will find it neces- 
sary to employ pretty active depletion; to 
take blood from the arm; to exhibit active 
aperient medicines, and to follow up these 
by saline medicines, and antimonials ; em- 

loying, at the same time, low diet. After 

leeding, you give a dose of jalap, or calo- 
mel and jalap, or calomel and colocyath. 
You may afterwards give the patient, at 
@ertain periods, Epsom salts, with the liquor 
ant. tart.; or calomel and James's powder, 
with saline draughts in the intervals. In 
fact, under such circumstances, you employ 
an active antiphlogistic treatment. 1 had 
eccasion to mention to you, in speaking of 
the effect of diet, the case of a gentleman, 
in whom imprudent indulgeoce in food had 
@ccasioned considerable inconvenience ; a 
geutleman who had a local complaint in his 


arm, and who brought on a most severe at- | 


tack of erysipelas by his freedom of living. 
I saw this gentleman in about thirty-six 
hours after the attack bed come on. ‘The 


affection was seated in the axilla, and at) 


that time the shoulder, and the upper ex- 


tremity, down to the elbow, together with | 


| or thirty-one years of age. I had occasion 
‘to remove a tumour from the side of a 
gentleman's face, where the patient was 
sixty years old or more. I had per- 
formed a similar operation on him before, 
}and found that there was a considerable in- 
flammatory disposition in his constitution ; 
on this occasion, therefore, I had taken 
great pains to reduce him by the use of 
‘proper diet and purgatives, so as to bring 
him into what 1 thought a safe state before 
I operated. I happened to be absent from 
Town for about a couple of days after the 
operation ; I was absent from the time of 
operating till about the third er fourth day, 
and | left instructions as to what was to be 


!done; but when | came back and saw him 


in the evening of the fourth day, I found 
that his bowels had not been moved, and 
that he was suffering from a smart erysipe- 
latous attack over the whole head. The eye 
was closed; there was considerable vascular 
disturbance of the skin, heat over the head, 
flushing of the face, and, in fact, great heat 
of the skin over the whole body; a frequent, 
but not full and strong pulse; a foul white 
tongue, with a very hot and offensive breath, 


land the functions of the seusorium, which 


hed been failing for the last twenty-four 
hours, were now very much oppressed. He 
lay in an unconscious state, answered no 


the under part of the chest, were all of the questions that were put to him, and had not, 
brightest scarlet colour, and as thickly set | for the last twelve hours, been able to swal- 
with minute vesicles as it was possible for| low, Ilis state was a very formidable one. 
them to be. You could hardly have touched | [ immediately saw that it would be neces- 
the parts with the head of a pin, without! sary to take a large quantity of blood. I 
lighting upon a vesicle. The general state | accordingly took from bis arm two pints, 
of this patient was much as you might have | by measure; and by the time that evacua- 
expected, where some important internal {tion had been accomplished, the sensorium 
organ was the seat of disease. His pulse| was so far relieved that he had perfectly 
was accelerated, full, and strong ; his tongue | recovered his senses. He answered me 
was white, and he had lost his appetite;| very clearly, and was able to swallow. I 
yet this was a state which was removed by | then administered aperient medicines, and 
simple purging and bleeding ; for, having had | coutinued them. In the course of five or 
some experience in medicine, as he had six days this gentleman was quite conva- 
been a very free liver, and had frequently |lescent. Such, then, is the course of pro- 
bad occasion to resort to it for similar at-| ceeding you are to adopt in cases of erysipe- 
tacks, he had taken an active purge before | las, where the disease assumes an actjve cha- 
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racter, and where the individual is strong|Of course you would not think of tehing 
and of a full habit. blood here, or of employing any lowering 
There are other cases where the inflam-| means, but you will probably find it advan- 
mation is not so strongly marked, where it tageous to employ tonic or stimulating me- 
is not so active, where the individual is not dicines, and diet of a corresponding nature, 
so robust, and where, of course, youdo not) Now, in cases where we are in doubt as 
resort to measures of so active a character. to whether we should employ mild antiphlo- 
It may be found that taking blood locally, gistic measures, or measures of a different 
by cupping, or perhaps by leeches to the kind, | think we may very sefely exhibit the 
inflamed part, or perhaps by numerous punc- subearbonate of ammonia, a remedy some 
tures of the inflamed skin by the lancet, persons rely upon entirely in cases of erysi- 
may give relief. With respect to leeches pelas; they employ it throughout the whole 
in these cases, | may observe, that the ordi-| course of the affection. It may be adminis« 
Bary notion that the punctures of leeches tered in doses of from five to ten grains, in 
are likely to lead to bad consequences, is any liquid vehicle, once in three, four, five, 
totally unfounded. It is true, in certain in- or six hours; it is a remedy that may be 
dividuals, that the punctures of leeches will safely employed in these doubtful cases. 
produce erysipelatous redness, or a atate| Where the indication is very plain for the 
approaching to it, in sound skin; but when’ employment of tonic medicines we should 
leeches are applied to erysipelatous skin exhibit bark, either in substance or powder, 
they do not produce this effect. The appli-,or, perbaps, what is more eligible, the sul- 
cation of leeches, in this state of the skin, phate of quinine, in which the bulk of the 
is a very direct and advantageous mode of bark is less, and its tonic powers equally 
relieving the affection; and having seen efficacious. In conjunction with these, we 
leeches applied in great numbers over and of course allow a better diet, frequently 
over again under such circumstances, | can | finding it advantageous to combine the em- 
assure you that there is no ground whatever | ployment of direct stimuli, such as wine and 
for apprehending ill consequences from their porter, with the remedies | have mentioved. 
application. | have not seen the practice of But I should say that wine ought to be cau- 
puncturing the inflamed skin myself, but it! tiously used in cases of erysipelas ; that we 
has been recommended by Dr. Dodson, of| are only to administer it in cases where the 
Greenwich Hospital, who says he has em-| circulation is very low, where the symp- 
ployed it with great advantage in all eases; toms of debility are very stromgly mark- 
of erysipelas, in whatever form it has ap- | ed, and then we should give it first, at the 
peared. The mode he has adopted is that, time that those symptoms are shown, and 
of making a great number of small super-| not continue its use after they disappear ; 
ficial punctures through the inflamed skin, | because we find it necessary to give wine 
with a lancet. He says that a large dis-|in a particular instance, we are not to go on 
charge of blood is the consequence of this! administering it day after day; but when it 
practice, which produces great relief, and is given to rouse the powers of the system, 
never does any harm. In fact, if the abstrac- | and that purpose is acc omplished, we ought 
tion of blood by leeches is advantageous, we to discontinue it. I think it is very seldom 
ean have no doubt that the loss of a good deal | necessary to give wine in cases of young 
of blood by these superficial punctures, will | persons. I have hardly ever seen an in- 
be equally likely to produce relief, Then, | stance of a young person, thut is, under the 
in conjunction with this moditied system of! age of puberty, where the affection would 
taking blood from the inflamed part in milder | bear the employment of wine. 
cases of ervsipelas, we should exhibit ape- | With respect to the local treatment, it has 
Tient medicines and salines, and regulate | heen generally acknowledged, that this is 
the diet of the patient. In instances where | lesseffectual and important than the general 


the tongue is foul and loaded, where the! measures to which | have adverted, In the 
patient experiences sickness and nausea, we | early stage of the disease, before vesication 
may occasionally derive advantage from the | has commenced, I think you will find cold 
exhibition of au emetic, previous to the em- | applications the best, saturnine or spirituous 
ployment of purgatives. | Ictions ; but when the inflammation is at its 

After the antiphloyistic treatment hasbeen | height, particularly when vesication bes 
actively used, and in cases where we see| taken place, you will usvally find, | think, 
the patient at a protracted period of the com- | that warm applications, in the shape of fo- 

laint, whentheactive inflammatory symptoms mentations, are more advantageous ; but in 

ave gone by, we often find that a continu-| order to derive the full benefit which these 
ation of antiphlogistic means would be totally applications are capable of affording, the fo- 
out of the question. We find the patient) mentations should be employed more con- 
with a small-and weak pulse; with a great | stantly and regularly than is generally done in 
sensation of weakness, and astate which we| thesecases. Itis not sufficient that the fomene 
should describe as one of manifest debility. | tation should be used for ten or fifteen minates 
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three or four times a day, it should be kept 
constantly applied ; you should have a per- 
son to continue regular successions of warm 
flannels, or cloths, to the parts, and in this 
—_ very great comfort will be produced, 
When vesication has occurred, and incrus- 
tations have taken place, some mild unctuous 
application should be used to the part; it 


when it is limited to a small portion of the 
cellular membrane ; and it is called di s 
when it occupies a considerable extent. 
Now, in many instances, we find inflamma- 
tion, as I have said, affecting at one and the 
same time both the skin and the cellular 
structure ; we find that inflammation, be- 
ginning in the skin, soon extends to the 
cellular membrane also; or that inflamma- 





may be necessary to employ a simple poul- 
tice of bread and water. 

In the treatment of erysipelas, especially 
when it occurs in the io, some persons 
have recommended the application of flour, 
which, I suppose, is tantamount to this,— 
that the local application is of no conse- 
quence at all; for we cannot suppose that 
sprinkling a little flour over the inflamed skin, 
can have any effect in removing the dis- 
turbance of the part. 





Lecture XXXV. 

Affections of the Skin, continued.—Erysi- 
pelas, Phlegmonous and Diffused.— Urti- 
cavia. Herpes—its varieties. 

Phiegmonous erysipelas.— Gentlemen, the 

expression phlegmonous erysipelas, is em- 

ployed in two senses; it is used to denote 
either, the more acute cases of common 
erysipelas ; that is, those in which the local 


flammatory, (and in this sense the term is 


tion, beginning in the cellular membrane, 
soon extends from that to the skin; and 
whether the inflammation arises in both 
parts at the same time, or in one of the two 
first, and then spreads to the other, the term 
phlegmonous erysipelas is applied to it, a 
compound epithet denoting that the skin 
and tbe cellular membrane are both the seat 
of the inflammation ; erysipelas being the 
proper term for inflammation of the skin, 
and phlegmon being the old term applied to 
inflammation of the cellular membrane ; the 
term is therefore avery proper one. In- 
flammation in simple erysipelas occupies 
a considerable surface; it spreads with 
great facility ; there is no disposition to 
limitation ; on the contrary, it extends to 
the neighbouring parts, and soon occupies @ 
considerable extent of surface, or, it may be, 





and the general symptoms are highly 4 


the entire limb in which it is developed. The 
swelling in the case of phlegmonous ery- 
sipelas is, firm, limited, and resisting, in- 
stead of being soft and pitting, os it is in 


used by Cullen,) or those cases in which | common erysipelas. ‘Ihe skin, which is the 


the skin and cellular membrane are both in- 
flamed together. 
sometimes described under the term diffused 
inflammation of the cellular texture. It is 


in this sense that I employ the term, con- | 


sidering it to denote at one and the seme | 


time, the inflammation of the skin and the 
cellular membrane. Now the skin and the | 
cellular membrane are so intimately con- 
nected with each other, that we are at no 
loss to account for their being inflamed toge- 
ther. In fact, we should rather expect, from 
observing the close connexion between them, 
that they would always suffer togeth®r. We 
find, however, that the skin may be inflamed 
separately ; and that this is the case | have | 
already stated to you, when speaking of 
and using the term simple erysipelas. In 
this case, however, when the skia is pretty 
actively inflamed, the cellular texture be- 
comes predisposed, in some degree, to in- 
fiammation also, which arises from effusion 
into the cellular texture under the skin ; 
and we find this more considerable in parts 
where the cellular texture is more abundant, 
being particularly marked in the case of the 
eyelids, ‘he cellular texture may be the 
seat of inflammation alone, more especially 
the deeper-seated cellular structure of the 
limb ; but when this becomes entirely in- 
flamed, the skia sooner or later participates 


These latter cases are | 





ia the affection. It is termed phlegmonous 


seat of the affection, is of a bright-red colour; 
tense and shining. Sometimes it is of a 
bright-scarlet tint; sometimes it is of a 
deeper colour, and even of a somewhat 
livid hue; but it has firmness of swelling 
and much resistance, and wants taat pitting 
or softness belonging to simple erysipelas. 
There is severe pain of a burning throbbing 
kind attending the affection. ‘This is expe- 
rienced in the early stage, and soon becomes 
very considerable. We shall find, perhaps, 
in the first instance, that the redness and 
swelling may occupy a space equal to the 
size of the hand; in twenty-four hours, 
perhaps, double that extent will be inflamed, 
and within a very short time, the whole of 
the limb may be occupied by it. The cel- 
lular membrane, however, very speedily 
passes into a state of suppuration and 
sloughing, so that in proportion as the in- 
flammation extends in its circumference, 
the changes I now mention are developing 
in the situation first attacked. The sup- 
puration, when it occurs in the cellular 
membrane, like the inflammation itself, is of 
a diffused character. You have not here 
the deposition of matter collected in one 
mass forming an abscess, on the contrary, 
the matter is disseminated throughout the 
cells of the affected structure. You find, 
in the first place, that there is serous effu- 
sion into the cellular texture, but when the 
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inflammation proceeds further, the fluid 
assumes an opaque purulent character ; it 
is a thin, yellow, purulent fluid, dissemi- 
nated throughout the cells of the texture, 
and which, when you make a division of the 
cellular texture, you squeeze out. Gene- 
‘rally, you do not find it deposited like an 
abscess in any particular cavity, but diffused 
throughout the inflamed membrane. In 
connexion with this dissemination or dif- 
fused suppuration, you sometimes find depo- 
sitions of a thick or well-formed matter, in 
particular spots of the adipose membrane, 
so that when the part is divided, portions 
of this will come out through the opening. 
You fiad, sometimes, that this deposition of 
matter takes place in small sinuses or tracks. 
In connexion with this, you will generally 
find, that portions of the cellular membrane 
turn ofa yellow colour; such portions huve 
lost their vitality ; they have s!oughed in 
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openings I have described. Loose ragged 
shreds of the cellular membrane appearing 
like portions of wetted tow, or wetted lint, 
several inches in length, and soaked im pus, 
may thus be drawn away. “When this pro- 
cess of sloughing has extended considerably 
under the skin, the vessels which pass from 
the deeper-seated parts to the skin, become 
separated, and the vascular supply to the 
skin is partially cut off. ‘Thus it will hap- 
pen that portions of the skin, being under- 
mined, and losing their vitality in this way, 
will slough, doing so by a sort of secondary 
mortification—perishing from the interrup- 
tion of the vascular supply it should derive 
from the parts beneath. In cases of very 
extensive phlegmonous erysipelas, the in- 
tegument# of the leg or thigh may be com- 
pletely separated from their attachments 





to the subcutaneous muscles, aud thus 
there may be an extensive abscess, if we 


fact, and will, subsequently, be separated, | may use the term, between the skin and the 
Now you will find this change takes place | subcutaneous parts. You will naturally ex- 
particularly in that part of the cellular mem- | pect that a serious local affection of this 
brane which connects the adipose substance | kind must be accompanied by correspond- 
to the fascia, or to the muscles of the limb. | ing general disturbance. In the first place 
The alterations of which I am now speak- | you usually find that there are symptoms of 
ing, are not so frequently observed in the | active disturbance in the vascular system, 


stratum of adipose membrane that lies im- 
mediately under the skin, but more particu- 
larly affect the cellular membrane ; that part 
of the cellular membrane which does not 
contain fat—that part which lies under the 
adipose stratum, In proportion as the af- 


fection advances, you find that the external 
character of the part becomes consider- 


accelerated and full pulse, heat of skin, 
thirst, loss of appetite, and so forth. In 
some instances the disturbance of the diges- 
tive organs is most marked. You do not find 
so much disturbance in the circulating sys- 
|}tem, but the digestive organs suffer more 
particularly. In proportion as the affection 
proceeds—that is, as the local inflammation, 


ably altered ; there is no longer that tense | with its consequent suppuration and slough- 
and firm swelliog which distinguished the | ing, becomes more considerable, the sympa- 
affection in its inflammatory stage, but) thetic influence extends, and the circulating 
the swollen part now feels soft. You|and other systems become also altered, 
cannot say that you can distinguish fluctua- | Thus you have the pulse very rapid but not 
tion, for there is no matter actually collect-| full; the functions of the sensorium dis- 
ed into a particular spot; but there is a|turhed; the tongue brown and dry; the 
softness, showing that the parts under the | stomach and digestive organs very much 
skin are undergoing the change I am de- | disordered ; in fact, ihe patient goes into 


scribing. ‘This character, or rather the al- 
teration which produces this character, ex- 
tends over a considerable portion of the sur- 
face. After a time, the skin becomes a 
little prominent ; it projects, ulcerates, and 
gives way, and the matter which is formed 
in the cellular membrane, is partially ,dis- 
charged. But the opening which is thus 
made, affords an exit for a very small part 
only of the matter. Sloughs of the cellular 
membrane are also partially evacuated 
through it. As the collection proceeds, 
however, the openings “become larger, the 
collections of matter obtain a freer evacua- 
tion, and the sloughs of the cellular mem- 
brane get through more easily also. These 
latter are often very considerable. Indeed, 
when the inflammation has been extensive, 
nearly the whole of the cellular membrane 
perishes, and you may draw it through the 


the state of typhus, and it is thus the pati- 
|ent is cut off when he dies under the active 
| state of the inflammation. Even, however, 
jif the patient have strength enough to 
struggle through this period of the aff-ction, 
the extensive local suppuration and slough- 
ing, and a state of hectic and diarrhea, will 
generally conclude the scene. 

Causes.—The cause of this affection is, 
generally, if not universally, some local irri- 
tation. In many instances, you find phieg- 
monous erysipelas immediately produced by 
injuries, more especially by such wounds as 
penetrate into the cellular membrane. It 
is a very common consequence of compound 
fracture. It eccurs, not unfrequently, after 
wounds or injuries of the subcutaneous 
burse mucosm, such as those in different 
parts of the hand, and about the patella: It 
sometimes occurs as the consequence of 








wounds received in venesection ; and some- 
times im consequence of injuries inflicted in 
dissection. 
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| short tract on it. He had been in the navy, 
‘and had seen the practice very extensively 


Phlegmonous erysipelas not employed; and having found the effects of 


uncommonly supervenes upou ulcerations of | it to be salutary, he recommended the plan to 


the leg,—especially such of them as are neg- 
lected—where the patient continues to exert 
the limb. 

You will naturally conclude, that the 


|general use. What he advised was, that a 
number of incisions, of about an inch and a 
| half or two inches in length, should be made 
through the inflamed skin and cellular mem- 


effects will be more considerable, when the | brane ; for instance, in an affection of this 
individuals attacked are of plethoric habits, | sort of the lower extremity, be would make 
—in those who are free livers, addicted to| twelve or eighteen such imcisions. 1 have 
habits of intemperance, who impradently | adopted this practice myself very freely. I 
exert themselves, and do not observe those | have employed it in a great number of in- 
conditions of the state of the limb, from stances, and I can speak strongly as to its 


which phlegmonous erysipelas supervenes, 
and entirely depends. 

Treatment.—In the treatment of these 
affections, when you cousider the serious 
loca! inflammatory symptoms, and the general 
disturbance of the constitution, you would 
suppose that an active antiphlogistic plan 
would be required. We find, however, that 
inflammation of the cellular membrane can- 
not be so completely controlled by antiphlo- 
gistic treatment as inflammation of various 
other textures of the body, In strong per- 
sons, in young or robust subjects, and iu the 
very commencement of the affection, we 
sometimes may find it advisable to take 
blood generally ; not so much with a view 
to arrest the affection in the very early 
stage, as to prevent its full development. 


| bewe ficial «ffects; but I have not found it 
necessary to employ the multiplicity of in- 
cisions which are recommended by Mr, 
|Hutchinson; on the contrary, I have 
}found it sufficient to make a single inci- 
‘sion, carrying that incision through the 
| middle of the inflamed part along the whole 
extent of the affected portion through the 
skin and integuments, and I have found 
that one incision will generally answer 
all the purposes which he says are accom- 
plished by a greatnumber. If the leg, for 
example, were the seat of the affection, the 
| posterior and anterior parts being most in- 
| flamed, you would carry your incision from 
the knee down to the lower end of the ex- 
tremity, cutting down to the fascia; it is 
/not necessary to go deeper. This incision 


More commonly, however, if the inflamma- | may be accomplished by the ordinary double- 
tion be alr ady fairly established, we should edged straight bistoury; take it between 
interfere, iu order to accomplish this, by|the finger and thumb, leaving as much of 
loss of blood from the affected part; we | the point of the instrument to project bevood 
should apply leeches freely, and encourage |the finger and thumb as you wish to pene- 
the bleeding by fomentations and poultices trate the parts. If you have not divided the 
afterwards. When, however, the disease is! whole depth, ond gone through the inflamed 
fully established, we shall find that we do|membrane all the way, you can easily cut 
not succeed in putting a stop toit, either by | through the remaining portion after you have 
general loss, or free local abstraction of observed where the incision has been defec- 
blood by leeches. We may apply either of tive. The immediate effect of this incision 
these treatments pretty actively, and yet|is a very copious discharge of blood from the 
find that we do not prevent the progress of | vessels of the inflamed part; and the loss of 
the complaint; not only that we do not re- | blood so accomplished is the best mode of 
move it from the part in which it was origi- | giving relief you can adopt, because you ob- 
nally sected, but even that we do net pre- \tain it immediately from the several vessels 
vent its gradual progress to mew parts.| which supply the seat of inflammation. You 
Undet these circumstances, the most effec- | find that the arteries and veins you thus 
tual treatment will consist in the practice of divide, bleed very freely ; so that twenty, 
making incisions through the inflamed tex- | thirty, or sométimes even forty, ounces of 
tures,—moking a free division of the in-| blood will flow from the incision in as short 
flamed skin and cellular membrane, and we /a time as you can procure it from the largest 
shall find, that in instances where we have | opening you can make in a vein of the arm. 
failed to arrest the affection by general) You will be surprised at the quantity you 
bleedinz, or by the application of leeches,|can get in this way, in a short time. Yon 
the mode of treatment I am now alluding | will find the blood running out very freely 
to will at once and effectually stop it. ‘The | from the cutaneous veins ; and from a great 

lan of making the incisions through the | number of arteries of the cellular membrane, 
inflamed parts has been long partially in jets. By the numerous vessels thus di- 
employed ; but the general atid systematic | vided, you can easily aceount for this loss of 
recommendation of it, in this country at! blood, the eff-ct of which is an immediate 
least, was made some yeurs ago, by Mr. | lessening of the redness and tension of the 
Copeland Hutchioson, who published a | fafemed part; so that you find the part 
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which was before of a bright-shining-red 
colour, to resume the natural paleness of the 
skin; that the part which was previously 
very tense becomes wrinkled ; affording the 


15 


patient recover, afford an ample reason for 
adopting any means that might be calcujated 
to prevent the progress of the disease, inde- 
pendently of the risk there is to life when it 


is allowed to goon unchecked. After the inci- 
sion has been made, you will in general find 
it sufficient to employ simple dressings—an 
ordinary poultice, in many cases. In some 


clearest proof that the cause of tension is at 
an end ; and in this way, | may state to you, 
on very extensive experience, the most de- 
cided relief is obtained. Such a very great! 
loss of blood, however, isa circumstance cal- instances, if the process of granulation do 
culated to put you on your guard in adopt- | not seem to go on actively enough, you may 
ing this treatment; you may find the patient | dress the incision with the yellow basilicon 
lose more blood than is safe; you must, | ointment; apply it under the poultice, and 
therefore, watch him ; you should not quit} you will fiud the wound heal very rapidly 
him ; or, at all events, you should leave some | and very regularly, when the inflammation 
person to take care that the loss of blood | has been relieved, and by this mode of 
does not go beyond a safe point. If the | treatmentit usually is. Some persons have 
blood be running freely, and the patient | conceived, that from the degree of inflamma- 
get into a sinking or feeble condition, you | tion which occurs in plilegmonous erysipe- 
must adopt means for putting a stop to the | las, the infliction of these long incisions 
loss of blood. You can do this by raising would materially aggravate the symptoms ; 
the limb or by pressure ; or sometimes you it has been considered that they might oc- 
may fiud it necessary to take-up one or two | casion ulcers of an intractable kind. On the 
bleeding vessels, and in that way you will contrary, however, we find that the process 
arrest the bleeding if it should be going to) of granulation, the restorative process, ge- 
a dangerous extent. | nerally goes on with great activity and with 
The plan of incision in phlegmonous ery- | great regularity. 
sipelas may be adopted at all periods of the; With respect to the general treatment in 
complaint. If you employ it before suppura- | these cases, I need not add any thing to what 
tion and sloughing have commenced, you |! stated when speaking of simple erysipelas, 
will prevent those changes ; if you employ We employ active means, of course, tolessen 
it afterwards, you will prevent the extension | the inflammation. If the patient become 
of the inflammation, and limit the extent of | weakened and debilitated in the subsequent 
suppuration and sloughing. 1 have always | period of the complaint, you must employ 
seen, where this plan has been put in prac- | measures of a different kind. I remember an 


tice effectually, that the complaint has been | instance of a poor woman who was brought 
stopped ; and I have never found any fresh | to this hospital with a very serious affection 
parts affected after the cut hasbeen made. At} of this hind of the lower extremity, and 
the same time, the incision affords the freest |} where the treatment I have mentioned to 
opportunity for the discharge of the matter| you was attended with the most marked 


in the cellular membrane, and the sloughs. | beneficial results. She had been previously 
The small opening, when that takes place on | in the hospital with an ulcer situated near 
the skin by the natural process of the dis-|the ancle. She bad gone out of the hospital 
ease, as | have already intimated to you,| with the sore nearly well, but as she was 


forms a very insufficient outlet ; but the free 
apertures which you make by incisions of 
this kind, give a much more free outlet to 
the contents. Even at the advanced period 
of the affection, when sloughs have been 
formed, when extensive suppuration has 
taken place, and when the integuments are 
detached considerably from the subjacent 
parts, you will find that free openings pre- 
vent the burrowing of the matter, give ready 
issue to the sloughs, and materially promote 
the healing process. 

When a case of this kind bas been allowed 





| 


obliged to be active to gain her livelihood, 
she afterwards exerted herself very consi- 
derably, and, in consequence, inflammation 
arose in the leg. Withm a very short time 
it produced phlegmonous erysipelas, affect- 
ing the whole of the leg and the thigh. , In 
this state she was brought to the hospital, 
being at the time in the seventh month of 
pregnancy. When I saw her in the even- 
ing (she was brought in late one evening), 
the condition of the leg and thigh was really 
quite dreadful. The whole of the limb, both 
leg and thigh, was enormously swollen. The 





to follow its natural process, when a very | whole of the leg, from the seat of the ulcer 
considerable portion of the cellular sub-j| at the lower part, near the ancle, up to the 
stance has been lost, you will not wonder] knee, was of a bright-red colour, presenting 
that upon healing, the parts become preter- | a firm swelling with vesications. The entire 
naturally connected together. Considerable | skin was in a state of vesication. The foot 
rigidity occurs, so that the motions of the| was enormously enlarged by adematous 
jeints in the neighbourhood of the parts | tumefaction ; the affected thigh was at least 
uffected may become considerably tmpaired.| twice the size of the other; it was of a 
These remote consequences, even if the | bright-red appearance, extending, along the 
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blood, and other suitable means, continued 
for seven or eight days. This patient was 
do not know that I ever saw a case where | under the care of Mr. Earle, who employed 
the affection was more extensive. She was/all these, and did every thing most judici- 
so reduced when brought to the hospital—| ously that was calculated to reduce the local 
it was in the winter time—that it was ne-| affection. When I saw this patient, I saw 
cessary to give her a little wine and water:|him with Mr. Earle; we determined to 
she had taken a little of this when I saw her.| adopt the treatment by incision. The gen- 
Now observing the extensive state of affec-| tleman was at that time in a most desperate 
tion of the limb, and the period of preg-| condition. He had avery rapid and feeble 
Dancy at which she had arrived, I thought, | pulse, a countenance expressive of great 
that whatever treatment might be adopted, | anxiety, a contraction of the features, a 
the case would terminate fatally, and I men- | sharpness in his appearance, and an anxiety 
tioned my suspicions to the gentlemen pre-| of look, which portended the greatest dan- 
seut. However, | was determined to give| ger. He had obtained no rest for several 
her the chance of recovery, I accordingly |nights, the fore and upper arm were exten- 
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inver side, to the groin; and the rest of the 
thigh was excessively enlarged by «edema. | 





made a cut from the ham down to the inner 
ancle, carrying it along the middle of the 
most inflamed part of the leg. Now the 
truth is, that in this case the inflammation 
also extended, though ina less degree, along | 
the thigh up to the groin ; but I did not like | 
to cut exactly the whole length from the 

groin totheancle; I was content with mak- 

ing an incision along the whole length of the | 
leg. She lost twenty ounces of blood from 

the cut ina very short time. She then took | 
a large dose of Dover's powder. She was 

greatly relieved by the bleeding, and slept | 
a considerable part of the night, and was| 
much improved the.next day, I need not 
go over the history of the case minutely: it 


sively swelled, and were of a bright-red 
colour, up to the shoulder. From the state 
in which he was, nobody would have thought 
of proposing a general loss of blood; it 
would have been considered the mode best 
calculated to hasten his dissolution. In this 
instance, either two or three incisions were 
made, but | hardly remember which ; there 
was one along the upper arm, and, | think, 
two alony the fore-arm—one over the radius, 
and one over the ulna, Well, being made, 
the arm was enveloped in warm cloths, and 
the bed-clothes were laid comfortably over 
him ; he was, of course, in bed ; it was im- 
possible for him to be anywhere else. No 


| particular attention was paid to bim for a 


short time afterwards. When we had left 
the house, an alarm was given that he was 
When the arm came to be looked 


will be sufficient to say, that although she 
remained some three or four weeks in the 


hospital, she continued to go on favourably | fainting. 
from this time: no bad symptonts occurred ; | at, it was found that an immense quantity of 


the pain never came on again, | believe | blood had been lost. The father of the pa- 
some smail formation of matter took place in| tient told me, subsequently, that he con- 
the lower part of the thigh, higher up than! sidered that at least three pounds were lost. 
where the incision was made ; but the case | [t was taken up in teacups from the cloths, 
went on, | may say, perfectly well. Although | This produced a state of syncope; but al- 
the incision did not extend the whole length | though you might have supposed that such 
of the inflamed part, it put a stop to the in-|a loss of blood would have had the most 
flammation and its extension ; the incision | serious effects generally, it seemed to have 
was attended with a diminution of the red- acted differently to what it would if it had 
ness of the surrounding parts, a diminution | been drawn by any other mode thenfrom the 
of the tension, and it was followed by acorre- | vessels of the inflamed parts; and, in fact, 
sponding wrinkled state of the integuments, | that gentleman speedily recovered, and ulti- 
which clearly showed that the inflawmatory | mately got well under this treatment. 
attack was arrested; in fact, nothing could | Urticaria.— Urticaria isan exauthematous 
have gone on more favourably than the case | affection of the skin. The name by which 
did under the single incision, 1 remember|it is well known, in common language, is 
another instance, in which the effect of this | nettle-rash, and the corresponding names 
treatment was very remarkable, under cir-| in other languages denote that the affection 
cumstances perhaps more unpromising than |resembles the inflammation of the skin 
those in the case of the woman. It was|/which is produced by the contact of the 
that of a student of this hospital, who had | ogdinary stinging-nettle. It consists of tu- 
received a wound in dissection, which had! bercular elevations of the skin, sometimes a 
been followed by mortification of the last|little redder, but sometimes, indeed, paler 
halanx of one of the fingers. ‘This bad \ than the skin itself, arising in the course of 
om followed by violent inflammation of the | the night, and abating again in the day; at- 
hand, fore-arm, and arm, with most serious|tended with a very severe itching, a great 
inflammatory symptoms generally ; and these | sense of itching, pain, and burning heat. 
bad gone on in spite of very active mea-| hese tubercular risings of the skin some- 
sures, including venesection, local loss of j times appear in the form of small circular 
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larger than a split-pea, Sometimes they /|nister an emetic first, and then to purge; 
appear in the form of longitudinal elevations | at the same time you should regulate the 
like what are called weals—that is, effects | patient’s diet. You should put a stop to 
produced by the stroke of a stick or whip the consumption of any article of diet which 
on the skin, and sometimes they appear in | obviously causes the affection. Sometimes 
large patches. I have seen them sometimes | the complaint will last for a considerable 
as large as the palm of my hand, but such a time; and it will last in spite of the adop- 
size is not very common. This sort of tu-|tion of such a mode of treatment as you 
bercular elevation is called, 1 believe, by | might suppose calculated to put a stop to it, 
the cutaneous nosologists, urticaria tube-|1 remember being consulted by an elderly 
rosa. ‘The skin of the individual's in whom | person, who told me he had not had a com- 
it takes place, seems particularly prone to | fortable night fora month; that he had taken 
inflammation, easily excited. In such indi- | a great deal of medicine for the nettle-rash ; 
viduals, very eommonly, the mere pressure | and he also seemed to have been tolerably 
of one part of the skin against another—the | careful with respect to his diet ; there ap- 


elevations, perhaps larger than half a pea— Perhaps it may be well, however, to admie 


mere scratching of it will raise elevations of 
that kind—you can see them produced be- 
fore your eyes. The elevations generally 
take place during the night ; the patient is 
kept awake and from resting, by an intole- 
rable seuse of heat anditching. ‘The bumps 
are very troublesome for a certain length of 
time, then the itching goes off, the tu- 
bercles disappear, and, frequently, a fresh 
set will come on in the course of the suc- 
eeeding night. There are more kinds of 
this affection than ove. There is urticaria 
perstans—that is, a continued rash; gene- 
rally speaking, these elevations take place 
in the skin in its natural state ; but occa- 
sionally they are seen in inflamed parts of 
the skin, and then they constitute the urti- 
caria febrilis of the cutaneous nosologists. 
I believe this affection is always dependent 
on a disturbance of the stomach and ali- 
mentary canal. Very commonly it is at- 
tended with the most unequivocal symptoms 
of this kind—that is, loss of appetite, nau- 
sea, and sickness. It is sometimes brought 
on by taking particular articles of food that 
disagree with the stomach, and more espe- 
cially by eating shell-fish. Now the mus- 
cle which, in some places, is very com- | 
monly eaten as food, not uncommonly pro- 
duces this affection ; and in those parts of | 
the country, persons have become acquaint- 
ed with the disease, and it is familiarly known 
amongst them by the name of the muscle rash. 
But other shell-fish, besides muscles, will 
produce it; and not only shell-fish, but par- | 
ticular articles of food. Again, it will be| 
produced by gluttony and intemperance— | 








peared to be no other kind of disorder about 
him. I could not very well tell what to do, 
but I thought it was necessary to try the 
emetic, and I ordered the common emetic, 
a scruple of ipecacuavha, and a grain of 
tartarised antimony; he took that and was 
immediately relieved, and did not want any 
other remedy. 

Herpes.—The name of herpes is given to 
an eruption consisting of minute transparent 
vesicles, taking place in inflamed parts of 
the skin. You have, in the first place, a 
sense of tingling in some part of the body; 
you see that a portion, or some two or three 
portions of the skin become inflamed in 
small patches, and very soon you see risings 
there,—a set, or group, of minute watery 
transparent vesicles ; these enlarge, and in 
the course of two or three days they lose 
their transparent state; they then become 
brownish, opaque, and yellowish : the con- 
tents escape, incrust, and fall off, and leave 
the surface tolerably sound. You have a 
succession of inflamed parts of the skin 
going through this process. Thus you will 
find, in one and the same portion of the 
skin on which the vesicles have just arisen, 
some in which the transparency is seen, 
others in which itis changed ; others in which 
the contents of the vesicles have become 
incrusted, and the whole going on in this 
irregular way. The affection generally lasts 
ten days, or a fortnight, or even three weeks; 
it is attended with more or less febrile dis- 
turbance, and then it goes off and leaves the 
patient well. 

Shingles.—N ow, one of the most common 


by taking too much of those articles that act| of these affections is the formation of a 


unfavourably on the stomach. Excessive | 
use of spirits, or any particular sort of food | 
of an unwholesome kind, will produce it 


cluster of vesicles of this kind, which ulti- 
mately constitutes a half girdle, or band, 
round the body ; this is called shingles in our 


Since these are the causes of the affection, | technical language: it is termed also herpes 


of course the mode of remedying it is tolera- | zoster. Strangely enough this affection has 
bly obvious. If the stomach be loaded by any | been described, even by pretty acute writers, 
particular article of food, or if in a foul and} asa form of erysipelas, though there is no 
disturbed state by the practices I have men- | connexion between the two. Cullen, I think, 
tioned, the obvious course is to clear it out | calls itso, Franc, Richster, and even Boyer, 
by an emetic ; and experience has generally | describe the herpes zoster, that is, the shin- 
proved, that this will remove the nettle-ras!i. | gles, as a species of erysipelas, although the 
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characters of the two complaints are quite 
dissimilar. The shingles take place upon 
the trunk of the body. Wherever it forms, 
it extends towards the median line, both 
anteriorly and posteriorly, and it limits it- 
self to one-half of the body, You have a 
succession of the vesicles; and when they 
approach to the linea alba there they stop, 
in front and at the vertebre behind; so 
“that, in fact, it is not a zone nor a girdle, it 
is only a balf girdle. A strange notion has 
existed, and which in fact is as old as the 
time of Pliny, that if this affection extends 
completely round the body it will terminate 
fatally ; however, there is no ground what- 


ever tor that opinion. I believe it has some-) 


times passed the median line, but | myself 
never saw a case where itdid. In the shin- 
gles, or the herpes zona, the vesicles vary 
considerably in size, from that of a pin’s 
head to that of an almond; the latter come 
under the description of what cutaneous 
writers call bul/e@, or bladders, hence it is 
placed among the vesicular affections by 
Willan and Bateman, but it is by Boyer 
placed among the order to which the term 
bulle is given. I believe it is most com-| 
monly found to occur about the abdomen, or 
lower part of the chest, extendimg, some- 
times, down the whole length of the arm. 
I have also seen it in the groin, where there 
has been a bubo, and eatending over the 
hip; but in both of the cases, i.e. when 
seated in the abdomen or lower part of the 
chest, it is confixed to half the circumfe- 
rence of the body. ‘his affection is yene- 
rally attended with febrile disturbance and 
slight fever. 

So far as the cutaneous affection goes it 
is unimportant, but the febrile symptoms, 
and the state of the digestive organs, require 
mild antiphlogistic treatment, aperients, sa- 
line and antimonial medicines, reduced diet 
and rest. There is often a great deal of 
local pain from the inflammation of the vesi- 
cles ; mild local applications are best suited 
for such a state. ‘Ihe siniple saturaine lotion 
and elder-flower ointment are considered to 
have a good eifect; poultices, if the case 
proceeds to incrustations, are of service. | 

The herpes labialis is that form of the 
disease which occurs about the lips, in con- 
junction with, or towards the decline of,| 
some fever; and there you observe the pro 
gress of the complaint in the most distinct} 
manner. First there is the inflammation, | 
then vesicles, the contents of the vesicles 
become opeque and purulent, the vesicles 
break, and the contents escape and incrust. 

Herpes Preputii.—Herpes occurring on 
the prepuce is a thing which might be con- 
founded witha venereal affection, Very small 
inflamed patches occur on the prepuce in 
the two diseases; small groups of little ve- 
sicles take place in them, perhaps six or 











(twelve, very minute vesicles, and these go 


through the process I have mentioned. 
First, they are simple, transparent, watery 
vesicles; then they become opaque ; they 
shrivel and dry up, and you will have, per- 
haps, two or three patches forming in suc- 
cession. The truth is, if you see them in 
the vesicular state, I do not know that it is 
possible to confound them with any venereal 
complaint ; but it is well to be aware of such 
a possibility, for when you see a case of the 
kind, you can at once decide that there is 
nothing venereal in it. 

This affection may occur in the limbs ; it 
may go over the whole extent of them ; it 
is the same here as the herpes zona, or 
shingles, only differing in its situation, and 
Bateman calls it the herpes phlyctanodes. 





STRICTURES ON MR. WALFORD’S OBSERVA@- 
TIONS ON THE SECALE CORNUTUM.* 


By Ricuarp Lanyon, Jun. Esq. F.A.S. &e. 


Ir is somewhat amusing, at this time of 
day, to find Mr. W. A. Walford coming for- 
ward, and flatly denying the specific effect 
of the ergot of rye, in the teeth of all that 
mass of evidence daily accumulating in its 
favour. In attaching little importance to sin- 
gle cases, that gentleman must of necessity 
torget that the road to medical science is by 
the accumulation of medical facts; and that 
if his hundred opposing cases had been com- 
municated by a Aundred of the faculty, the 
profession would have been just as much 
indebted to them, as itis now to Mr. Wal- 
ford, for his notification of them in the 
aggregate. Indeed, I am not quite sure but 
that coinciding evidence, emanating from 
different sources, might not be received with 
less reserve than an equivalent in quality 
and quantity, amassed by one individual, 
Phe best mode (says Mr. Abernetiiy) of ob- 
taining and increasing professional know- 
ledge, is to pay that strict attention to cases 
which enables us to note those nice shades 
of difference which distinguish diseases from 
each other.t And Sydenham, the immortal 
Sydenham, thought that the improvement of 
physic depended upon collecting as genuine 


jand as natural a description, or history, of 


disease, as could be procured, and laying 
down a fixed and complete method of cure. 
So that if a man produces a single case, or 
at most three or four, in support of any par- 
ticular pomt, he adds to the general accu- 
mulation of facts, and is entitled to the same 
degree of credence, and a proportionate de- 





* See page 307 of the present volume. 
t On the disorders of health. 
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gree of respect, with him who obliges the; And again, ‘I have seen some desperate 
profession by a mugh largern umber. ‘‘ Those cases cured by it.’’ He conceives its mode 
seem to do best, who take material and of action to be by compelling ‘‘ the uterus 
useful hints, sometimes from single matters to contract violently, and thus not only 
of fact,” says Locke; and in another place, squeeze out all its contents, but shut all 
* general observations, drawn from particu- the bleeding vessels.” Mr. Walford, when 
lars, are the jewels of knowledge, compris- | he depreciates the use of the ergot in uterine 
ing great store in alittle room.” The dis- | hemorrhage, sets at nought Dr. Blundell's 
covery of specific gravity by Archimedes; opinion, that the secale cornutum may be 
of the inherent gravitation of bodies towards beneficially hud recourse to in common with 
each other, by Newton; of the carbonic other means. Now, if there is not in this 
acid by Black; and of the circulation by | testimony * that kind of proof which is fol- 
Harvey, are but analogous to the discovery | lowed by conviction,” I know of no argument 
and first exhibitions of the ergot of rye, and | which even Locke himself could advance to 
would never have been adopted as legiti-| produce that conviction. When Mr. Wal- 
mate, had not their deductious been verified | ford says, “ that it (the ergot) is too tardy a 
by the experiments of others. Just so is it) remedy for an evil that can only be success- 
with the secale cornutum ; it was received} fully combated at the instent,” his treat- 
into general practice, not merely from the | ment is, of course, purely meclianical. Why 
recommendation of the person who first wit-| not then give the ergot at the same time? 
nessed its utility, but from the joint-stock To say that no man who is thoroughly ac- 
accumulation of ‘ single cases,” occurring | quainted with the cause of uterine hemor 
here and there, being equally conclusive /rhaze, will adopt it in his treatment, is 
with the inferences promulgated by the dis- | coming to a conclusion without a reason, is 
coverer himself. 1 do not deny but that the) assertion without proof. 1 believe, that 
secale cornutum has now and then proved/ whether hemorrhage be established after 
unsuccessful, nor will any man deny it who| delivery, or whether the case be menor 
has had recourse to it frequently in his own | rhagia, the immediate cause, in either con- 
practice ; but to imply, as Mr. Walford’s con- | dition, is the same. If therefore contraction 
clusions do, that it is of no avail, or, when/ of the parietes of the womb can be obtained, 
success has followed its exhibition, that that|so as to effect complete corrugation, the 
success is fortuitous, is to contradict, by this) patient will be secure. As far as the cuse 
one single evidence, the conjoint experience | of Mrs. C. goes, I have given unequivocal 
of all those who have witnessed its benefi-| proof that the secale cornutum will induce 
cial tendency. Mr. Walford may probably | this contraction when other remedies have 
recollent my relation of the case of Mrs. C., | failed; and have furnished other and higher 
in the last volume of Tur Lancer; iv that} testimony tending equally to prove it. With 
case, all the remedies usualiy recommended | regard to hemorrhage in the parturient 
for the purpose of restraining menorrhagia state, or succeeding to delivery, 1 believe 
rubra having failed, the ergot was again and | introduction of the hand, and pressure, are 
again exhibited with the most marked be- | means of considerable consequence in the 
nelit,. There was not consequent on that | treatment ; but 1 do not think that any man 
exhibition “ a total absence of that kind of | would do justice to his patient if, on'y on the 
proof which is followed by conviction,” for| ground of public authority in its favour, he 
the effects usually expected from its ad-| did not use the secale cornutum at the time 
ministration. were uneqUivocally and fre- | he adopted mechanical meaus, or as a dernier 
quently produced. My friend Mr. Jewel, | resort, very likely to be attended with 
of Tregony, in this ceunty, of whom I have | beneficial consequences. 

before made honourable mention, meets with} The bold expression in Mr. Walford’s 
about two hundred parturient cases annu-| paper, that he has ‘* never used the ergot for 
ally ; and I was informed by tirat gentleman, | uterine hemorrhage, nor will any man who 
a few weeks since, that he never goes to an | is thoroughly acquainted with its cause,” ne- 
aecouchement Without having in his posses-| cessarily implies, when taken in connexion 
sion a few doses of the ergot, so fully is he| with the preceding and succeeding passages, 
impressed with its salutary influence, when | that pressure is the sheet-anchor on wiach 
given in such cases as justify its use. He {his hopes are placed. But has not that gene 
also strenuously advises it as an excellent} tleman known pressure and introduction of 
remedy iv uterine haemorrhage. Dr. Cook-| the hand fail? Hlas he not known all the 
worthy, of Plymouth, I am sure will pardon | usual means fail? If he has not, | faney 
my copying a passage or two from his pri-|other men have. Since, according to his 
vate letters, in advocating this momentous | own confession, he has ‘‘ never” used the 
medicine, ‘* J have,” says the Doetor, “ had/ergot in uterine hemorrhage, upon whet 
abundant evidence of its beneficial opera-| ground does he depreciate a remedy, with 
tion, both in parturition retarded by defi-| the virtues of which he professes to be ex- 
cient energy, and in excessive menstruation.” | perimentally unacquainted ? 


} 
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A neighbouring practitioner, Mr. Rogers, | minal py a mo bere 

of Looe, furnished Tue Layxcert, a year or| ‘‘ it wasa r before the band cou 
two since, with a case of fearful fo. be withdrawn.” Now I will appeal to any 
rhage, occurring prior to delivery ; and/|man of common sense, whether, under these 
whoever reads its details, must be exceed. | circumstances, that tardy erg 2 apr ew | 
ingly warped by prejudice, if he does not| cornutum, might not possibly have effect 
yA to the sonieden. that in all human | that which pressure and introduction of the 
probability, the patient was saved by an op- hand failed in inducing, in not less time 
portune exhibition of the secale cornutum.|than a full hour. Again, in the Medico- 
i know Mr. Walford has been assailed by | Chirurgical Review, vol. i. p. 155, is the re- 
single cases, “‘ usque ad nauseam ;” never-| lation of another case by G. Williams, esq, 
theless, 1 cannot resist the temptation of Here the labour terminated favourably, am 
communicating the history of one or two) full contraction of the uterus was obtained; 
from my own practice. A middle-aged, de-| es in about ed age afterwards, a 
licate woman, was, on the 17th of April liams was called to his patient, and foun 
1828, seized in labour of her fourth child. her flooding violently, and the uterus again 
On her first she lingered, but the case termi- — dilated. re oe a it is — cry a 
nated favourably. On her second, she was | closed uterus is liable to be re-dilated after 
attended by an accoucheur, who left her the accoucheur has quitted his patient, we 
without delivering the placenta, which was | have an additional reason why, in all cases 
with difficulty removed the succeeding day,/of hemorrhagy, the ergot should also be 
On her third delivery I was present, and | added to the other means of treatment, Dr, 
the great peculiarity of the case was, very| Rudge, in the twelfth volume of Tur 
pod aa haemorrhage, which reduced her Lancet, p. 592, advoeates very confidently 
to a state of excessive prostration, necessa- | the use of the secale cornutum, after six years” 
rily protracting the recovery. I was re-| experience ; and with respect to its agency 
taived again pe fourth confinement, and | in uterine haemorrhage, he says, that he 7 
on my arrival, found the head low down, | administered it with success ‘‘ when all 
together with sudden cessation of pains, | other means seemed to have failed.” 
There was hemorrhage, not, however, to| The form of preparation made use of by 
any considerable extent; but recollecting| Mr. Walford does not appear to me the 
the features of her case on a former occa- | most eligible for practical purposes, to which 
sion, | was fearful of the consequences;| may be ascribed his repeated failures. I 
suffice it to say, there were occasional | have never used the tincture in uterine he- 
ape - unmixed re. A bees dose i. morrhage, but have frequently bar capeaas 
the secale was immediately administered, | to it in parturient cases; not, however, 
whtich caused the birth of the child in five- | without repeating it two or three times be- 
and-twenty minutes, and the labour termi- fore ee expelling effect of the remedy could 
nated favourably. be induced. 

The mother Tf several children, in the} Lostwithiel, Feb., 1850. 
fifth month of utero-gestation, became the | 
subject of protracted but not violent fiood- | 
ing. ‘The usual means failing to afford re- 
lief, I directed a scruple of the ergot to be | 
given, and in a short time the uterine vessels | MEDICAL INSPECTION. 
became permanently closed. Mr, Walford | We understand that © medical inspec- 
conceives that the secale cornutum is “t0O/tion is now in progress at all the depét 
tardy a remedy for an evil that can only be | stations throtghout England, for the purpose 
successfully combated at the instant, and | of ascertaining the actual efficiency of the 
which never ought to be encountered by | men, and in order that such may be dis- 
means (thatis, the ergot) that requires fif-| charged, particularly those for limited ser- 
teen minutes for its operation.” But Mr. | vices who shall be reported to be, either from 
Walford should recollect, that cases some- | 914 age or disability, unfit for active duty. 
times occur, where all the pressure he can | The stations north of London, as far as Fort 
exert, or the hand ever so promptly intro- | George in Scotland, have been entrusted to 
duced, will not readily stop the discharge. | Staff-Surgeon Henry Marshall, accompanied 
Tu the Edinburgh Journal is a case related by Colonel M'Grigor; those to the south of 
» rae ty se so we go trys — to Staff-Surgeon Sir Andrew Halli- 

. ay, M.D. 
brought away, but ‘‘ pressure with the back} ~ 
of the hand on the internal surface of the 
uterus, had no effect in rousing it to action, 
although the clenched hand was pressed in 
different directions on the bleeding eurface.” 
The uterus was grasped “ through the abdo- 
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THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, March 27, 1830. 
—— 

Tue Anatomy Bill, it seems, is not yet 
at rest; reluctantly strangled in the House 
of Lords, it occasionally stalks the stage of 
discussion from the official declamations of 
‘the College Hall to the venal prosing of 
Quarterly Reviews, as if to keep the con- 
science of its executioners in a criminal re- 
membrance of its fate. It is much easier, in- 
deed, for a government to dispose of persons 
than of abuses—of the disaffected than of 
their wrongs ; the loval labours of Sir James 
Scarlett, and of the turnkey, may lock up the 
former in oblivion, but the genius of the 
Btatute-book is too subtle an essence, too 
tenacious of existence, to be annihilated by 
incarceration, or brought to an end at the 
block. Like the creation of Frankenstein, 
it spurns the control even of its parents. 
In secrecy or in silence, the abuses which it 
perpetuates cannot remain ; it is their very 
nature, the inalienable attribute of their 
being, to rise in judgment against their abet- 
tors, as long as they remain unredressed. It 
is quite a mistake to suppose that they can 
naturally expire of obliviscence or neglect, 
Though we were never so much as to allude 
to them in these pages, the public would 
be made painfully acquainted with their ope- 
ration by the contentions of the individuals 
who alone profit by their perpetuation, as 
we are occasionally warned of the vicinity of 
carrion by the quarrelling of the unclean ani- 
mals which it sustains. It is thus that the 
recollection of statutory evils is for ever kept 
alive in the public mind. A striking example 
of this was recently furnished in the com- 
plaints of the representative of a corporate 
body, which nothing less, it seems, than 
the monopoly of the whole “ carrion” 
would satisfy. Some of the subjects neces. 
sarily involved in the great question of ana- 
tomical ‘* adjustment”’ were debated on that 
occasion by the “ eloquent” speaker, and 
they derive importance from the place, if 
No. 343. 
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not from the person by whom they were 


discussed, while the opinions and arguments 


advanced were certainly worthy of both. 
The motives too of the speaker deserve a 
passing indication, and as they had refer- 
ence to our labours, the allusion we trust 
will be the more readily excused. 

We need scarcely remind our readers that 
we have frequently spoken in the strong- 
est terms of reprehension against the im- 
propriety of medical men coming in to the 
assistance of the hangman, and completing 
the final injunction of the law. Abstract- 
edly considered, we conceived that such a 
practice was unworthy of the medical pro- 
fession, while it had the additional disad- 
vantage of obstructing the reputable pursuits 
of the anatomist by the prejudices which it 
excited in the popular mind against dissection, 
Our arguments in corroboration of these 
opinions are on record ; it would, therefore, 
be superfluous to repeat them at present, 
Whether right or wrong, we still believe 
Saat the of posth punishment, 
absurdly presumed by the law, is no pre- 
ventive against the repetition of crime ; that 
the practice, if it do not render dissection 
odious, does not at least make the people 
much in love with its pursuits ; and that it 
tends to lower the character of the profes- 
sion in the public mind. In these opinions 
there was, probably, nothing at least very 
extravagant ; they had, we were about to 
say, the unanimous support of the profes- 
sion, but we find that there is one excep 
tion, at least, in an individual who, taking 





advantage of his office to give a factitious . 


force to his sentiments, stands up in his 
place to ridicule our arguments in a series of 
stupid jokes about gibbets and magnavimous 
gasconades, of his heroical readiness to dis- 
sect malefactors, if no other member of the 
profession can be found to perform this last 
and disgusting command of the law. We 
certainly wish ‘“ Jack Ketch” every joy o¢ 
his new and volunteer help-mate ; may they 
long continue to wield the scalpel and knot 
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the rope in harmonious association ! Not one 
of the least curious arguments adduced in 
favour of this novel union of the anatomist 
and the hangman, is that which informs us 
that the College of Surgeons actually holds 
its charter under a stipulation with the go. 
vernment, that its members, when called on, 
shall complete, in a ‘ convenient place,” the 
office commenced at the Old Bailey. We 
thank the anatomical jester on gibbets ard 
gallowses for reminding us of the existence 
of such a degrading coalition ; for the depth 
of disgrace necessarily implied in such an 
agreement, would have for ever prevented 


us from recollecting, amongst the rubbish of | 


medical enactments, so excellent an objec- 
tion to the practice, which Mr. Guthrie has 
fortunately brought it forward to defend: 
Hitherto, the public might have supposed 
that the individuals who framed the law 
were actuated by a desire of scientific dis- 
covery, or some such laudable intention ; 
Mr. Guthrie, however, has had the candour 
and the merit to dispel this too partial 
illusion, by confessing to a compact which, 
involving a chartered remuneration as one of 
its clauses, strips the dissector of malefactors 
of even the thin veil of justification which 
science heretofore had flung over the now 
degrading offices of the ‘‘ criminal’’ anato- 
mist. It was science once—it is now ser- 
vitude, The profession, we presume, will 
appreciate the distinction, and thank the 
rather thoughtless babbler of Lincola’s-Ion 
Fields for its establishment. If, indeed, the 
p°gislature are determined to perpetuate this 
vile insult to the character of the medica) 
x profession, in which they would now, for 
the first time, seem to have been warranted 
by the admissions of the persons with whom 
they have had to deal ; let them, we say, 
choose their men—exclude the remainder of 
t he profession from the honourable office of 
anatomical executioner, and incorporate 
Carlisle, Hare, and Guthrie, in a glorious 
triumvirate for suspending the dissections 
at the Old Bailey, 
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A Treatise on Pathological Anatomy. By 
G. Anprat, &c. Translated from the 
French by R. Towysenv, M.D., and W. 
West, M.D. Vol. I., Dublin, Hodges 
and Smith, 1829. 8vo., pp. 698. 


Awprat’s pathological anatomy has already 
acquired considerable reputation in France, 
and we are glad to see that it has met with 
such able translators as Drs. Townsend and 
West, who have executed their task in a 
manner which does them much credit. It 
would certainly have been preferable if the 
three volumes had appeared together ; little 


| inconvenience can, however, result from the 


previous and separate publication of the 
first, for the present volume is so slightly 
connected with the contents which must be 
embraced by the other two, that it may al- 
most be considered as a distinct book. It 
differs, indeed, from all other works of simi- 
lar title with which we are acquainted (ex- 
cepting that of Meckel, in which, however, 
the general observations are confined to one 
part of the subject), as it is not on special, 
but on general morbid anatomy,—a treatise 
on which latter has been, hitherto, a deside- 
ratum in medical literature. That this de- 
ficiency is completely supplied by the work 
before us, we are by no means disposed to 
declare, though we may justly attribute most 
of its defects to the difficulty of the subject, 
and the comparatively small number of its 
data, rather than to any want of ability on 
the part of the zealous and talented author. 

Regarding all the vital processes as ulti- 
mately dependent on the sanguineous or 
nervous systems, and especially on the 
former, he divides the various morbid alte- 
rations to which the human body is liable 
into five sections, viz, lesions of circula- 
tion, of nutrition, of secretion, of the blood, 
and of innervation. The merits and defects 
of this arrangement will be most conve- 
niently discussed, after we have spoken of 
each section in particular. 

The author's great aim appears to be, to 
generalise and to simplify, aud, as it were, 
analytically to reduce the complicated phe- 
nomena and products of disease, to a small 
number of ultimate elements, which may be 
more completely observed, and more per- 
fectly understood. Rejecting, therefore, 
the term inflammation as too vague and 
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indefinite, and as denoting not a single ph 
nomenon, but a complicated series, be di- 


vides lesions of circulation into hyperemia 
and anemia—excess and diminution, or ab- 
sence of blood in the capillary system. Both 


of these he subdivides into fecal and gene- 
ral, and the former, also, into active or 
sthenic, asthenic, mechanical, and post- 
mortem hyperemia, We shall notice only 
the first and most important of these, sthenic 
hyperemia, which, if not identical with in- 


flammation, always accompanies or forms a | 


principal part of it, and necessarily passes 
into it whenever it is either severe or of long 
duration; though it may vary in degree 
from the slightest blush, to the most intense 
inflammatory redness. By thus using a 
term which expresses simply a pathological 
condition, and is unconnected with any 
theory, some grounds of dispute, some ob- 
scurity may, perhaps, be avoided, but the 
difficulty is by no means removed ; for if it 
be impossible in many cases, to determine 
after death whether or to what extent an 


organ has been inflamed, it is almost equally | 


so to say, whether it has been the seat of 
active or of passive hyperemia, often, in- 
deed, whether there has been any distention 
of the capillaries or not. Besides, though 
the term in question may be advantageously 
substituted for inflammation in morbid 
anatomy, it can hardly be so in nosology ; 
thus there is active hy pera@mia both in scar- 
latina and in erysipelas, and the siate of the 
skin after death may be the same in both 
instances ; but this is not the case during 
life ; and if some additional epithet be em- 
ployed to express that peculiar condition 
which, in the inflammatory disease, is su- 
peradded to the mere injection of the capil- 
laries, the denomination would still (so long 
as we know not what that condition is) be 
equally indefinite and unsatisfactory with 
that now employed. 

The observations on the effects of . ctive 
hyperwmia of the internal organs, on them 
and on the system in general, on their rela- 
tive susceptibility for it, &c., offer much 
that is interesting and instructive; but we 
are greatly surprised to find, at the end of 
the chapter, that the author regards this 
affection as the cause, aud not the effect o! 
fever. 

« When,” says he, “in cousequence of an 
universal hyperemia, each solid particle of 
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the system becomes over-excited by its ex- 
cessive supply of blood, and when this state of 
| general excitation is carried to a considerable 
}extent, the sympathies which associate the 
| different organs are rendered more active, 
jena an inordinate reaction ensues; in con- 
sequence of which the functions of the ner- 
vous system become disordered, the tempe- 
|rature of the surface elevated, the different 
secretions variously modified, the pulse aug- 
;mented in strength and frequency, and in 
peer all the phenomena of fever are fully 
| developed,” —p. 47. 





Such a theory is surely more opposed to 
| reason and observation than the exploded 
| ones of Boerhaave and Cullen; for what- 
| ever may be the primary affection of the cue 
| taneous capillaries in fever, it is evident at 
least that they do not become distended un- 
til some hours, or even days, after the com- 
mencement of the disease. 

It would too much exceed our limits to 
| enter into the consideration of the remaine 
ing lesions of circulation, we shall therefore 
| pass on to those of nutrition, which the 
author divides into malformations, hyper- 
| trophy, atrophy, ulceration, induration, soft- 
ening, and transformations. The first of 
these, though of great interest in a physio- 
logical point of view, have (perhaps from 
their little connexion with practical medi- 
cine) been very little noticed by English 
writers, and we are chiefly indebted for re- 
searches into their nature and origin to the 
German anatomists, from one of the most 
celebrated of whom, Meckel, the author has 
borrowed a large proportion both of his facts 
aud observations. 

Every congenital deformity may be re- 
ferred to one of these two principles—defi- 
ciency or excess ; to those which depend on 
the former, Meckel has given the name 
of ** malformations from arrested develop- 
ment,” and has clearly proved that they de- 
pend on the persistence of a condition which, 
ata certain period of fetal existence, was 
perfectly natural. Thus, in the embryo, 
the hands are always formed before the 
fingers, it is therefore only necessary that 
the development of the part should be check- 
ed by some cause or other previous to the 
formation of the latter, for the infant to be 
bora with a fingerless extremity. In the 
same manner harelip may occur, from the 
upper lip being always or givally formed of 
two halycs umbilical hernia, from a part of 
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the intestines being even so late as the fifth | with common thoracic and abdominal cavi- 
month, naturally contained in the sheath of | ties, how is it that the small intestine of the 
the chord, and so on. With these views of! one, is never found united with the large in- 
the German anatomists, our author appears | testine of the other, nor the esophagus with 
entirely to agree ; he differs with him, how- | the trachea, nor any other similar confusion 
ever, in the explanation of the other class of the parts observed, such as must necessa- 
of malformations, referring those cases, in |rily sometimes occur, bad the bodies been 
which the supernumerary parts are of little Originally separated, and upited by mechani- 
importance, or few in number, to excess of Cal influence? How is it, too, that in every 
the nutritive or formative power; and the | case there is but a single umbilical chord, 
rest, such as double-bodied monsters, for and that the junction is never at the back or 
instance, to the coalescence of two origi-| side alone, but always at the navel, the 
nally distinct embryos ; while Meckel, with ‘centre of vegetation as it were, the point 
more consistency, refers them all to the | from which the growth of the embryo com- 
former cause. M. Andral scarcely adduces/mences, and which is precisely that part of 
any arguments in favour of this opinion, | the body which would be least likely to come 
considering it sufficiently supported by the | into contact with an adjacent embryo? Be- 
facts which he adduces; these facts, how-| sides the extreme improbability of coales- 
ever, will very well beara different explana-| cence being introduced by pressure, there 
tion, and equally serve to support the oppo-/ are many facts which show that the latter 
site theory. It may therefore, perhaps, be| very often exists without having any such 
interesting to our readers, if we extract | effect; twin embryos of various animals, and 
some of the arguments of Meckel in favour) at various periods of growth, having been 
of the latter, especially as the work from | found in much closer contact than nataral, 
which they are taken has never been trans- | and yet perfectly distinct from one another, 
Jated either into English or Freneb. We| Further arguments might be adduced from 
shall do this as briefly as possible, and Ge same source, but these are the most 
without attempting to give them in bis own| simple and intelligible, and our readers will 
words. To many, it may appear quite ab-| perhaps think that the digression is already 
surd to refer the origin of a completely | of quite sufficient length. We return, there- 
double monster, such as the Siamese twins, | fore, to our subject. Although the author 
for instance, to auy other cause than the/ states that the ‘term hypertrophy should 
union of two bodies; yet, unless we admit | be ‘ applied exclusively to those cases in 
the duplicity of the germ, even from the! which the tissue whose volume is increased 
moment of its quitting the ovary (which,| retains its natural structure and organisa- 
considering the structure of the ovum, is al- | tion ;”” yet he includes under it, scirrhus and 
most the same as giving up the argument), | medullary sarcoma, or encephaloid tumours, 
we shail, on further consideration, find that| which he considers as essentially of the 
this explanation is altogether inconsistent|same nature, and formed by simple increase 
with sound senseand reason. It is admitted, | in the density of the cellular tissue ; he ad- 
on all sides, that the existence of an addi-| mits, however, that, ‘in some cases, this 
tional finger or toe, is never owing to a me- {alteration is joined with some product of a 
chanical cause ; but where is the line to be morbid secretion into the areolx of the cel- 
drawn ? and if the nutritive forces have the luler tissue,”’ and therefore speaks of these 
faculty of producing a supernumerary organ of | diseases also under lesions of secretion; in 
small size, why may they not equally cause|the same manner, and perbaps with more 
the growth of one of greater bulk and im-| justice, he regards the accidental erectile 
portance ? Is it not fur more consonant with | tissue, or those spongy tumours which have 
the laws of nature, to admit that such is the | been by some writers denominated fungus 
case, than to*suppose that, in the case of| hwematodes, as a mere hypertrophy of the 
a two-headed monster, the whole trank and| vessels of whitch it is chiefly composed. 
extremities of the one embryo, with the} With regard to the causes of hypertrophy, 
plaventa and umbilical chord, after having | we fully concur with him in thinking, that 
been once formed, have entirely disappear- | it is by no means always produced by ‘‘in- 
ed? Again: where there are two bodies| creased energy of the assimilating powers, 
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and that it may, and often does, depend on 
the opposite condition, viz., the inactivity 
or loss of tone of the absorbents ;”’ indeed, 
in a large proportion of those cases in which 
it may be considered as truly morbid, the 
textare of the affected organ is softened, 
and its circulation is quite the reverse of 
energetic. The converse of this is equally 
true with respect to atrophy, which may 
depend as much on increase of absorption, 
as on diminution of the nutritive actions. 
Under Transformations, the author in- 
cludes all those morbid growths, the struc- 
ture of which is not absolutely different from 
that of other parts of the body, such as 
ossifications, cartilaginous and fatty tumours, 
&e.; ali new formations he refers to lesions 
of secretion, the morbid products of which 
he divides into three classes, viz., those 
which are entirely destitute of vitality, as 
pus, tubercles, &c.; those which have a 
more or less perfect organisation ; and those 
which have an independent existence, viz., 
the entozoa! ‘The first of these classes in- 
cludes pus, tubercles, colouring substances, 
&e.; among the latter is placed melanosis, 
which the author thinks is not to be consi- 
dered as a tissue, but merely as a deposition 


the blood, or, in his own words, “In those 
tumours which really belong to the class 
melanosis, there is no sign of the production 
of a new tissue, but merely an infiltration, a 
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lungs to admit of reasonable “doubt that tu- 
bereles are there at least in almost every 
instance formed from them ; and we cannot 
but think that M. Andral is somewhat too 
hasty in “ taking it for granted, that tuber- 
cle is, in its first stage, when it appears 
under the form of an opaque friable rounded 
body, of a yellowish-white colour.” In this 
chapter several tables are given, showing 
the comparative frequency of tubercles in 
the different parts of the body; according 
to them, it appears that they occur (after 
the lungs) in adults most frequently in the 
small intestine, and least so in the brain, 
uterus, and liver; and in young persons, 
most frequently in the bronchial gland and 
mesentery, and least so in the omentum, 
gall-bladder, and lumbar glands. In 450 
adults,{they were found only once,—and in 
100 young persons, not once, in the liver. 
The second class includes those secre- 
tions which consist chiefly of fibrine, as the 
false membranes, Xc.; here, also, are in- 
cluded scirrhus, medullary and pancreatic 
sarcoma, &c., which, as we have mentioned, 
had been previously noticed under the head 
of hypertrophy. The author, however, thinks 





that many of those tumours which have been 


of an altogether inorganic substance in a/ considered cancerous, or encephaloid, are 


healthy or a morbid part, and which is| 
nothing more than the colouring matter of | 


nothing more than concrete fibrine, either 
effused or still contained in the vessels, and 
mentions having found those of the lung, 
kidney, and liver, filled so completely with 
this substance, that when the organ was 
incised, its structure appeared to be com- 


simple deposition of colouring matter, io er pletely altered. It may, however, be doubt- 


the interior or on the surface of @ natural | 
tissue. 

With regard to the origin of tubercles, | 
he thinks, in opposition to Baron and Du- 
puy, that they do not first appear as trans- 
parent vesicles, and that though the latter | 
are sometimes found in the lungs, Xc., they 
are not to be considered as the germs of 
tubercles, but distinct productions, acci- 
dentally mingled with them. He opposes 
also the opinion of Laennec, that they com- 
mence as small semi-transparent granules, 
observing, that if this were the case, these 
bodies ought to be found in all those organs 
where true tubercles are met with; but, 
aurely, it is not necessary that a morbid 
growth, or secretion, should pass through | 
the same stages in all organs, and these gra- 
gules are observed too frequently in the 


| 


, whether this coagulation did not take 
oe either after or immediately before 
death, and indeed it is difficult to imagine 
how all the smaller arteries of a lung could 


| be completely obstructed, without produc- 


ing very great disturbance in the circula- 
tion,.and further morbid alterations. With 
regard to the third class, we do not see how 
intestinal worms cau possibly be considered 
as secretions, and the auther brings forward 
neither facts nor reasoning in support of this 
strange opinion, which is so contrary to all 
analogy as scarcely to require any argument 
for its refutation. The single circumstance 
of these animals being furnished with evi- 
dent organs of generation, is perhaps suffi- 
cient for this purpose, as well as to préve 
that they are propagated like all other ani- 
mals, and like plants, by their proper seeds, 
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or ova, and not by any vital or chemical 
action in other organic or inorganic sub- 
stances. 

The author does not attempt to arrange or 
classify the “* lesions of the blood,” which 
are as yet too little known and understood ; 
but his observations on this subject are 
highly interesting, and the arguments in 
support of that modified humoral pathology 
which has begun of late to be generally 
adopted, viz., that the proximate cause of 
some diseases exists in the blood alone, 
without any primary derangement of the 
solids, are so strong and satisfactory, that no 
unprejudiced person can, we think, after 
reading them, entertain any doubts on the 
subject. The “lesions of innervation” as not 
being appreciable by the senses, and which, 
therefore, strictly speaking, have no con- 
nexion with morbid anatomy, are very 
slightly noticed, and as the few observations 
on the subject contain nothing peculiar or 
original, we deem it unnecessary to review 
them here. 

The great defect of arrangement of which 
we have now given an imperfect sketch, 
appears to be, the too limited number of 
principles which it acknowledges ; without 
inereasing this, we do not think it possible 
that every morbid alteration can be includ- 
ed: and there will necessarily be many 
whose place will be doubtful, and which 
may come as well under one head as an- 
other. In the present system, for instance, 
all changes of form or situation which depend 
on mechanical causes, as herniz, are totally 
excluded, and numerous morbid growths are 
referrible alike to nutrition and secretion, 
between which it is indeed impossible to 
draw a line of distinction. Perfection, how- 
ever is not to be expected at once; M. An- 
dral has struck out a new path, and the 
work, with all its imperfections, entitles him 
to a place among the first physiologists of 
the age. 





Commentaries on the Use and Necessity of 
Lavements in the correction of Habitual 
Constipation, and in the Treatment of 
those Diseases which are occasioned or 
aggravated by Intestinal Accumulation 
or Irritation, &e. By James Scorr, 
Surgeon. London: J. Churchill. 1829. 
8vo. pp. 184. 

Ir is much-to be regretted that a foolish 





prejudice should so long have opposed the 
general employment of a ‘ remedy,” so 
simple and harmless, yet so efficacious, as 
that which is advocated in this work, and 
that it should still exist, with very little 
diminution, notwithstanding the great im- 
provements which have been recently made 
in the instruments which its adoption re- 
quires. The prejudice, however, does not 
exist so much among medical men, as among 
the public ; it is to the latter, therefore, that 
Mr. Scott’s arguments are chiefly directed ; 
and as a considerable, and the most impor- 
tant part of his work is very intelligible to 
the latter, and almost entirely free from 
technical phrases, it will, we are convinced, 
be productive of much greater benefit than 
many works of greater pretensions. 

After noticing the very general employ- 
ment of clysters in France, and especially 
in Paris, during a visit to which his atten- 
tion was first strongly drawn to the subject, 
and alluding to the circumstances which 
have caused their rejection bere, the author 
makes some very forcible and just remarks 
on the injurious tendency of habitual purga- 
tives, especially of those aloetic medicines 
which are so commonly employed, which 
often induce incurable disease of the rectum, 
and which, still oftener, only aggravate the 
evil they were intended to remove. He 
proceeds to point out the general efficacy of 
elysters, showing that in very many cases 
they may be advantageously substituted for 
oral medicines, and that in others the be- 
nefits derived from them cannot be obtained 
by any other means. This is particularly 
the case with regard to certain medicinal 
substances, and warm or cold water when 
employed for its topical influence on the 
pelvis, and lower abdominal viscera; but 
even simple, laxative, or abluent injections 
are not only less injurious to the coustitu- 
tion, less disagreeable to the patient, and 
more speedy in their operation than purga- 
tives, but, in many cases, far more efficaci- 
ous. There are, probably, but few practi- 
tioners who have not seen instances where 
large quantities of hardened or scybalous 
feces were brought away by the operation 
of an enema, to the great relief of the pa- 
tient, after even the most active purgative 
medicines had been given for several days, 
and the bowels had seemed, but for the 
coutiauance of the symptoms, to be com- 
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pletely cleared out. But it is chiefly as a 
remedy for habitual constipation, the symp- 
toms and evil consequences of which are 
well described by the author, that the warm 
water, or laxative clyster, will be most bene- 
ficial, more so perhaps to females than to men, 
especially during the state of pregnancy, 
when it is doubly valuable, this being pre- 
cisely the time when artificial evacuations are 
most necessary, and purgatives most likely 
to prove injurious. The engraving and de- 


scription of the form, general situation, and | 


connexions of the alimentary canal, might 
seem scarcely necessary in a work like this, 
they, however, etiable the author to explain 


more clearly to such of his readers as may | 


be ignorant of anatomy, the injurious effects 
produced by the pressure of accumulated 
feces on the neighbouring organs, &c. 

The observations on diet, though necessa- 
rily brief, and directed to one point espe- 


cially, are remarkably good, and entirely | 


free from technical terms ; we know of no 
work on the subject where so much infor- 


mation is contained in so small a compass. 


The directions for the use of lavements, &c. 
are equally judicious and intelligible. 


The remarks on the use of purgative, and | 


other enemsta, in certain inflammatory and 
spasmodic diseases are, perhaps, too super- 
ficial for the medical reader, and scarcely 
necessary for any other, since it will rarely 
happen that in such cases the patient will 
be without professional aid and advice. With 
regard to poisons, again, itis very doubtful 
whether an enema can be made to ascend 
high enough to be of any material benefit ; 
and indeed, in most cases, the mischief is 
done before the deleterious substance has 
passed out of the stomach. The former ob- 
jection, however, does not apply either to 
the formulaz, 112 in number, or to the re- 
marks with which they were interspersed , 
and there are, we imagine, few medical men 
by whom they may not be consulted with 
advantage. 

The work is evidently the production of a 
man of sound sense and observation, and 
deserves to be read by every one who values 
that greatest of blessings, health. 


; 
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GLASGOW ROYAL INFIRMARY. 


IRREDUCIBLE DISLOCATION OF THE HUMERDUS, 
——-MODE OF MEASURING THE DEGREE OF 
EXTENSION. 


Dec.22,1829. To-day A. Edwards, wtat. 64, 
of moderate stature and atonic fibre, was 
admitted with a dislocation of the shoulder, 
of 25 days’ standing. Several attempts were 
made to elevate the head of the bone from 
the axilla, without the aid of machinery, but 
were attended with unsuccessful results. 
Three days afterwards, he was conducted to 
the operating theatre, and on examination 
some degree of callosity was supposed to 
be felt around the head of the humerus, in its 
new situation, ‘The proper apparatus being 
adjusted, by passing a cushioned belt under 
the armpit of the dislocated shoulder, which 
passing over the opposite side, was attached 


| to a fixed bod te biceps being relaxed by 


bringing the fore-arm to an angle with the 
humerus, around the inferior extremity of 


|which was buckled the cushion to which 
|are attached the extending ropes. The pul- 


ley was one of the ordinary power. Exten- 
sion was made under the direction of Mr. 
Cowan and Dr. Weir, surgeons to the infir- 
mary, which was continued and prudently 
increased for about eight or ten minutes, 
previous to which, however, 30 minims of 
a Tr. of tobacco was administered. Mr, 
Cowan now threw a circular roller under 
the arm, and putting his head into the noose, 
he attempted to elevate the head of the bone 
slowly ; continuing this force, and applying 
his knee as a fulcrum to the upper, and 
seizing the lower end of the humerus as a 
lever, and, giving the word, the ropes were 
suddenly loosened, but though a powerful 
attempt was made on the relaxation of the 
muscles, the head of the bone continued firm 
in its unnatural position. Little nausea 
having been induced, 10 m. more of the Tr. 
were administered, and extension toa similar 
extent and duration was again performed, 
the same efforts were also made to elevate 
the head of the bone, but their issue proved 
equally unsuccessful. y be decision of a 
consultation three days sfterwards, the man 
was again exposed to the pains of the ex- 
tending rack, and two successive attempts, ap- 
parently equal in severity to the former, were 
again endored, and seemingly with as little 
success or consolation to the patient. Mr. 
Cowan stated thathe had made as much exten- 
sion as he thought consistent with the patient’s 
safety, and considering his advanced age, 
more especially as the power and volition of 
his arm were considerable, and seemed some- 
what increased by the extension, and as 
these were likely to improve, he deemed the 
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dan sometimes incident on violent ex-' to which the operstion has been pushed. 
poo. sag unworthy to be hazarded,—for Sat it is eqealty tree, thet encther sad © 
any consequent advantages that could rea- numerous class of patients, yell with appa- 
sonably be anticipated. Possibly, for the rent agony, on the slightest interference, 
seme reasons, extensive depletion by bleed- even sometimes before it has commenced, or 
ing, &c., was avoided ; and though the same after it has terminated, clearly proving it to- 
dose of tobacco usually produces satisfactory be the result of mental trepidation, or a de- 

results, his constitution seemed to resist ficiency of that animal forte or bottom, that 


_ considerably (perhaps from habit) its debi- 
litating effects. Now, Sir, without impugn- 


ing the prudence or experience of the sur-| diagnostics being admitted, we have only to’ 
are in the management of this case, it is 


nO means conclusive, that the extension 
ted was accurate, either in continuance | 

or degree, in regard to the success of the| 
Operation, or in relation to the patient's! 
safety. ‘Tugging at the ropes inch by inch, | 
at indeterminate intervals, there appears no | 
scale or index by which the movements are 
regulated ; certainly there are some to which 
they seem to appeal, but it is matter of 
astonishment, that their existence should 
warp the decision of the surgeon, or have 
remained so long unveiled. Such, Sir, is the 
case, when we observe the surgeon feeling 
the parts about the shoulder, as if in hope 
of discovering their degree of tension. But 
you must know, that many of those muscles 
that are most intimately concerued in the 
reduction, are seated so deep, and in mest 
subjects are covered by such substantial, 
massive, aud elastic integuments, that no 
tangible indication whatever can be convey- 
ed to the fingers of the surgeon. Again, 
though the pectoral and latissimus dorsi may 
be somewhat excluded from these objections, 
still unsatisfuc indeed must be the evi- 





dence deduced from such grounds, for Jet 


so conspicuously characterises the former 
class of individuals. ‘The fallacy of these 


witness the operation of a protracted dislo- 
cation reduced, or turn up @ surgical work, 
to see the confidence which all surgeons 
place in them. I have witnessed other 
experiments, made apparently for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the degree of extension, 
but the attempts, if such were their objects, 
could only provoke ridicule in the mind of a 
reflecting spectator. Such is the case when 
we observe the surgeon seizing, in some 
part of their course, the ropes, and tugging 
or bending them in the hope of discovering 
their degree of extension. But who has not 
observed a long rope, that even sustained the 
weight ofa stately vessel against the flowing 
current, bent to the ground, when raised 
from it a foot, by the insignificant weighs of 
an individual standing on its centre,—and 
how opposite the result, whet the lever is 
diminished, when the two fixed extremities 
are approximated, or a third support inter- 
vened, or when instead of standing on its 
centre, we erect ourselves on it, towards one 
of its fixed extremities ! 

Now, Sir, without aecusing any one of 
ignorance of such distinctions, still theirim- 
fluence is so vast, that when we see a surgeon 


these muscles be stretched to a degree! attempting to form his estimate by stretch- 
equivalent to eighteen pounds, and they will|ing or bending the ropes indiscriminately a 
feel as hard and tense seemingly, as wheu a few inches from their junction to the pa- 
third more force is added ; and 1 am per-| tient, on the middle of their extent, or even 





suaded that when the tension is increased to | 
that high degree necessary generally to re- 
duce such a dislocation, al! measure or dis- 
tinction of its intensity must be totally inap- 
preciable by feeling the hardness of the 
muscles. But if this mode of examination 
be unsatisfactory, how much more so is that 
which seems to be much depended upon, 
“the patient's feelings or mauifestations of 

in!” I need not tell those who are in the 

bit of performity or witnessing severe 
operations, the various degrees of suffering 
endured or expressed by patients, apparently 
under similar circumstances, In this hospi- 
tal we often see hardy mountaineers, whether 
exposed to the laceruting extension by pul- 
leys, or to the agonizing march of the knife 
through the living fibre, display a fortitude 
and composure, from a confidence in the 
surgeon, aud a command over their feelings, 
that, to an unreflecting spectator, would 
seem to augur deficieut sensation, or to be 
dependent on the puerile or insignificant de- 





close to their attached extremity. I say if, 
under these circumstances, they be made the 
bases for further resolute extension in the 
hands of a bold and unreflecting surgeon, 
we must tremble for the fate of the patient ; 
and even in the hands of the most cautious 
and experienced, such a mode of examina- 
tiom could never be relied upon, nor definite 
conclusions from it admitted, even though 
after careful inspection. 1 think I have 
said enough to show, that we practise no 
method, nor adopt any index, by which we 
can estimate with anything like accuracy, 
the degree of extension which we are using, 


or that probably may be necessary, or’ 
adopted with safety, in the reduction of any . 


dislocation of a certain standing, or of a 
given character. This is a dilemma into 
which, { believe, every practical surgeon 
will admit he bas been occasionally placed ; 
and indeed, in attempting the reduction iu 
the case | have mentioned, the surgeon 
candidly declared, that some might think 
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the extension was iosignificant, and might |rod is nicely graduated, so that it will accu- 
safely be increased ; but, he said, the power rately indicate the degrees of extension 
of the ys was very great, aud from a fromau ouuce to a hundred pounds, ‘here , 
know’ of the dreadful consequences to could be no hazard or difficulty in its appli- , 
the patients, that. sometimes rewarded the cation, and, its advantages appear worthy of 
surgeons’ temerity, be was afraid to pro-| consideration from those who, in public in- 
ceed further. | Stitutions, have ample opportunities of ap- 

- Now, Sir, suppose I were to usk this gen- | preciating its utility ; of course, in recent 
tleman, (with | due deference to his talents cases, it would be unnecessary ; but in 
and experience,) if he had really used as ‘complicated and protracted ones, its use . 
much extension as had been done by others seems essential, before we can fully profit 
in similar cases with safety and success, aud| by the experience of other writers. For 
suppose 1 were to ask him ou what grounds | though, in the valuable records of the expe- 
he based his. supposition, what would he rience of Dessault, Sir Astley Cooper, and 
say? would he say he felt the soft parts | other authors, we are informed that dislo- 
tense ? but we have seen that many of the! cations of a certain character and stand- 
muscles are sunk beyond the reach of his ing have been reduced by extension; yet 
digits ; aud even concerning those be felt, so long as we are ignorant of any correct 
he could not declare, by any indication, the estimate of its extent or degree, so long must 
amount of weight, or the degree of the | mystery and uncertainty hang over us, when 
extending force acting on them; he could attempting to imitate their proceedings, 
not say he reasoned from the complaints of | which, undoubtedly, have olten contributed | 
the patient, for such would be ridiculous ; | to lull our suspicions of danger, till the rup- 
aed even ia that case he superiotended, | ture of a blood-vessel, or the lesion of the 
especially in some of the latter attempts, | soft parts, proclaimed the undue trespass ;_ 
the patient complained of, and referred his and, on the other hand, we may stop short 
pia not to the shoulder but to the ex-| prematurely, when we suppose (for it is a 
tremity of the humerus, where, embraced by | mere supposition) that we have equalled the 
the circular cushions to ear fe altached | extending force employed in those cases of 
the ropes, the skin was chafed and inflamed an apparently similar character, in which a 
by the friction during the former operations. | success{ul result had been recorded). And 

, has beeu said regarding the rigidity I thiuk I speak the truth when I say, that if 
ofthe ropes. and belts, which, independent | the exact degree of force used had been re- 
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of their elasticity, can give no satisfactory | corded, by authors in their relation of the 


indigation ; and of any others that really de- 
serve confidence or cousideration, 1 remain 
to be jaformed. 

Now, Sir, if my proposition were adopt- 
ed, I.think it. would contribute much to 
poems the surgeon making undue or hurt- 
ul extension, from an ignorance of the exact 


numerous cases of dislocation, whether suc- 
cessful or not, an index would have been 
presented of an interest and a value, that , 
would not fail to be appreciated in the 
jORerating theatre by the agitated and un- 
decided mind of the surgeon ; and although, 
in those unfortunate cases, where the re- 





degree to which he had curried it; and, on | sults were fatul to the patients, the event 
the other band, the success of the operation | may have been sometimes caused or facili- 
would never fail from the premature alarm tated by the peculiarities of constitution, or 
of the operator, arising from the same cause, of the new adhesions contracted ; still it 
To accomplish this, I propose that there be | does not seem too much to insinuate, thet an 
attached toa convenient part of the extend-|iguorance of the excessive degree to which 
ing rope, un instrument which, by an elastic | the extension was pushed, may have ocea- 








spring and graduated rod, shell accurately 
indicate the number of pounds-weight that 
the extending force is equivalent to.. To 
get such ap instrument, we will not require 
to, design diagrams, or solicit the aid and in- 
ventive talents of any of the cutting kindred ; 
fortunately it can be purchased for a trifle in 
the shops, and will be immediately recog- 
nised, when I mention that it is a cylinder 
of a syringe shape, and has long been used 
by whippers and carriers, for acquiring the 
weight of packages. To the one extremity 
is attached a ring, around which may be 
fixed the end of the rope, the other ex- 
tremity being termivated by a similar ring 
which is attached tothe rod, communicating 
with the sptiag within the cylinder. ‘his 


| sionally, in whole or in part, led to the fatal 
catastrophe ; aud were this the case, the 

e of extension being noted that had 
proved fatal to the organization of a patient 
(@ader ordinary circumstances), that would 
be Cautiously approached, and for no mean 
reward exceeded in future attempts. I am 
well aware that, in a few peculiar cases, a 
trifling degree of extension is sometimes 
productive of fatal mischief, but such cases 
are rare; and it is no argument against a 
favourable consideration of the present pro- 
posal, which, if it prove of utility, and capa- 
ole of application in the majority of cases 
(more especially of the shoulder and hip- 
joints), possessing the usual characteristics, 








it will realize all my anticipations of its 
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value; seeing that this is all we can expect 
from any remedial agent, as the most cele- 
brated medicines, though of general and suc- 
cessful application, are yet not unfrequently 
found inefficient and nugatory, when ap- 
plied to the relief of particular cases in cer- 
tain anomalies of constitution. 

In conclusion, 1 beg to remark that these 
observations are not intended to apply with 
@ particular or reproachful reflection on 
those gentlemen concerned in the manage- 
ment of the case adduced at the commence- 
ment of this article ; and I believe it will 
gratify you to be told, that since November, 
the conduct of our two acting surgeons, 
whose rames I have mentioned, has been 
such as to excite and maintain that happy 
spirit of satisfaction and mutual confidence 
between themselves and their pupils, which 
is as necessary to the tranquillity and com- 
fort of the one, as it is to the professional 
advancement and prosperity of a other. 

J. F 


Medical Society’s Room, 
Anderson’s University, Feb. 1850. 





INQUIRY INTO THE TEXTURE OF THE INNER 
SURFACE OF THE AIR-CELLS. 


By Joux Ware, Esq., M.R.C.S. 


Wuew the truth of generally-received 
opinions is not demonstrable, it too often 
happens that men of lively imagination en- 
deavour to supplant those opinions, by their 
own novel and ingenious notions, As the 
mind is so prone to prize too highly its own 
ideas, and is so easily blinded to the errors 
of its own beloved notions,—when such no- 
tions are opposed to long and generally-re- 
ceived opinions, we must examine them with 
the utmost caution, before we admit their 
correctness and truth. I was led to make 
these reflections, from having heard a lec- 
turer on anatomy at one of the principal 
medical schools in the metropolis, state his 
opinion to his class, that the inner surface 
of the air-cells is not mucous membrane. 

That the inver surface of the air-cells is a 
mucous membrane I have never doubted ; 
and I believed that the opinion was univer- 
sally received. As the texture, however, is 
not evident to the senses, it will, perhaps, 
be advisable that we consider what our rea- 
sons are for supposing it to be mucous. 

1, Every canal, duct, or cavity, in the 
body, which is liable to the contact of ex- 
traneous matter, is lined with a mucous 
membrane. ‘The air-cells are liable to the 
contact of extraneous bodies, such as dust, 


2. There is not one instance of a change 
of texture occurring, in a continuous liaing 
surface of any part in the interior of the body. 
The internal surface of the air-cells is con- 
tinuous with the mucous membrane of the 
bronchial tubes. 

3. Mucous membrane is least liable to ad- 
hesive inflammation. If the inner membrane 
of the air-cells were not mucous, it would 
be liable to adhesive inflammation. The 
occurrence of this inflammation, it is ob- 
vious, would be frequent and fatal. Frequent, 
from the numerous irjtating matters which 
are so often applied to the air-cells; fatal, 
from the speedy destruction of the vital 
functions which must follow the application 
of such irritating matters. Every cloud of 
dust, every whiff of smoke, would find ite 
victim, The duration of human life would 
be infinitely shortened. 

These considerations render it necessary 
that those persons who are opposed to the 
opinion, that the inner surface of the air- 
cells is mucous, should state the grounds 
upon which their objections are founde 
We will shortly consider some of the 
tions to the generally-received opiniog, 
also the arguments used ia support 
different opinion. It has been said, / 
the mucous membrane may be see? 
the bronchial tubes, and cannot be 
the air-cells, this may be considere 
son for believing that it does not exia 
air-cells. We might as well disbelie 
existence of the air, because it cann! 
seen. It has been supposed that a mal 
membrane would interfere with that funey’ 
of the lungs—the purification of the blooa 
but we have no proof that any other strue- 
ture would be more suitable for this pur- 


7; the membrane be not mucous, it must 
be fibrous or serous, or cellular, all of which 
would be liable to the fatal consequences I 
have stated. 

The connexion of this subject with the 
most important principles of physiology and 
pathology, will be sufficient excuse for my 
attempt to establish the truth, even if that 
attempt should be considered a weak one. 
The same circumstance should prevent any 
weak or doubtful arguments being enter- 
tained, in support of opinions contrary to 
those that are generally acknowledged to 
be correct. The same considerations too, 
will ensure the insertion of this paper in 
lure Lancer. 


St. Neot’s, 18350. 
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UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 


CLASS OF ANATOMY. 


[VINDICATION OF MR, BENNETT. | 


Ar ameeting of Mr. Bennett’s anatomical 
class, in the University of London, held 
March 23d, 1830,— 


It was resolved, ‘ 

1. That a letter bas appeared in last 
week’s Lancet, containing imputations on 
their teacher, which the class deem it their 
duty to notice and to refute. 

2. That the writer of the letter above 
alluded to, has prematurely charged Mr. 
Bennett with a breach of engagement, in 
not heving performed duties, for the dis- 


pcb ample time still remains 












rcbasing and 
erable expense 
one continuous 


Pcogether), instead of at 180. 
a=. se weving understated the average num- 
ber of dissectors, at from eight to ten, in- 
stead of from twenty-five to thirty. 


5. Thet the class feel perfectly satisfied 
with the arrangements which Mr. Bennett 
has made for the management of the dis- 
secting-rooms, when, from illness, he is un- 
able to attend ; and consider the charge of 
neglect against Mr. Phillips a gross false- 
hood. 

6. That the class view with disgust and 
indignation, the unfeeling and ungenerous 
allusion made by the writer to Mr. Bennett’s 
late severe indisposition. 


7. That the class feel an unlimited con- 


| careful in conducting his demonstrations ; 


while the senior students unanimously bear 
testimony to the superiority of the mode in 
which he has invariably explained the most 





tempt for the dastardly manner in which 
this attack has been made, and the want of 
moral courage and probity which has in- 





standing in the school. 


8. That the class cannot help expressing 
it as their decided opinion, that Mr. Bennett 
has never once failed to be most minute and 


intricate departments of anatomy. 


A. Tuomson, Chairman. 


duced the writer to conceal his name and C. Wordingham 


J. Standen 


F. Jackson T. Pedwill 
W. J. Strother G, Hume 
W. B. Atkingon W. Reid 
R. D. Goodwin M. Brown 
H, Smith W. Griffith 
W. Johnson N. B. Fisher 
J. W, Palmer J. Rayner 
P. Brown A. W. Littlepage 
G. V. Ellis E, Whitfield 
E. Jones R. Dudley 
W. Cluley T. E. Davies 
I. Miller R,. G. Shuts 
J. Jenkins W. C. Anderson 
F.C, Noble W. Rowlandson 
J. Wells F. Spry 
T. Eden W. Bartlett 
C. Wilson L, Redwood 
T. Cutler P, H. Edge 
J.C. Smith W.C. Irvine 
W. Valentine J.D. Evans 
.| H. O. Stephens 8. Carter 
E. Seward H. Phillips 
W. Driver J, Boosey 
J. P. Litehfield F. Hawkins 
W. Mumford F. R. Taylor 
George Hockton J. Y. Rooker 
G. Franks S. Massey 
W. R. Williams G. Terry 
E.S. Ryan T. Runell 
T. Davies G. O’ Keene 
J. Bland R. Thomas 
R. Garner T. G, Wright 
H. Thomas J. Quail 
E. Blackmore Jobn Skilt 
G. Phillips F, Lewis 
A. Little H, Cook 
G. H. Devonshire P. Martin 
J. Johnson H. Wall 
8. Bullen W.B. Caietriens 
Henry Bird B, Jolly 
C, Uaerland W. Jones 
J. Hall C. De Morgan 
E. Quickett J. Devenish 
C. R, Bree J. H. Peart 
R.S. Owen F. H. Paine 
8. Chadwick Henry Cooper 
J. Thompson T. Wakefield 
J. Cassels C. Bernard 
W.G, 8. Clack J. Hope 
R. Anderson John Garman 
W. M. Richards W. Tomkyns 
| J. Storrar J.C. Kay 
J. Cornelius F. Richardson 
T. Goodridge 
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value; seeing that this is all we can expect 
from any ial agent, as the most cele- 
brated medicines, though of general and suc- 
cessful application, are yet not unfrequently 
found inefficient and nugatory, when ap- 
plied to the relief of particular cases in cer- 
tain anomalies of constitution. 
In conclusion, | beg to remark that these 
observations are not intended to apply with 
@ particular or reproachful reflection on 
those gentlemen concerned in the manage- 
ment of the case adduced at the commence- 
ment of this article ; and I believe it will 
gratify you to be told, that since November, 
the conduct of our two acting surgeons, 
whose rames I have mentioned, has been 
such as to excite and maintain that happy 
spirit of satisfaction and mutual confidence 
between themselves and their pupils, which 
is as necessary to the tranquillity and com- 
fort of the one, as it is to the professional 
advancement and prosperity of the other. 
J, F——n. 
Medical Society’s Room, 
Anderson's University, Feb. 1850. 





INQUIRY INTO THE TEXTURE OF THE INNER 
SURFACE OF THE AIR-CELLS. 


By Joun Wuire, Esq., M.R.C.S. 


Wuew the truth of generally-received 
opinions is not demonstrable, it too often 
happens that men of lively imagination en- 
deavour to supplant those opinions, by their 
own novel and ingenious notions. As the 
mind is so prone to prize too highly its owa 
ideas, and is so easily blinded to the errors 
of its own beloved notions,—when such no- 
tions are opposed to long and generally-re- 
ceived opinions, we must examine them with 
the utmost caution, before we admit their 
correctness and truth. I was led to make 
these reflections, from having heard a lec- 
turer on anatomy at one of the principal 
medical schools in the metropolis, state his 
opinion to his class, that the inner surface 
of the air-cells is not mucous membrane. 

That the inver surface of the air-cells is a 
mucous membrane I have never doubted ; 
and I believed that the opinion was univer- 
sally received. As the texture, however, is 
not evident to the senses, it will, perhaps, 
be advisable that we consider what our rea- 
sons are for supposing it to be mucous. 

1. Every canal, duct, or cavity, in the 
body, which is liable to the contact of ex- 
traneous matter, is lined with a mucous 
membrane. ‘I'he air-cells are liable to the 
contact of extraneous bodies, such as dust, 
smoke, &c. 


2. There is not one instance of a change 
of texture occurring, in a continuous lining 
surface of any part in the interior of the body. 
The internal surface of the air-cells is con- 
tinuous with the mucous membrane of the 
bronchial tubes. 

3. Mucous membrane is least liable to ad- 
hesive inflammation. If the inner membrane 
of the air-cells were not mucous, it would 
be liable to adhesive inflammation. The 
occurrence of this inflammation, it is ob- 
vious, would be frequent and fatal, Frequent, 
from the numerous irgjtating matters which 
are so often applied to the air-cells; fatal, 
from the speedy destruction of the vital 
functions which must follow the application 
of such irritating matters. Every cloud of 
dust, every whiff of smoke, would find its 
victim. The duration of human life would 
be infinitely shortened. 

These considerations render it necessary 
that those persons who are opposed to the 
opinion, that the inner surface of the air- 
cells is mucous, should state the grounds 
upon which their objections are founded. 
We will shortly consider some of the objec- 
tions to the generally-received opinion, and 
also the arguments used ia support of a 
different opinion, It has been said, that as 
the mucous membrane may be seen lining 
the bronchial tubes, and cannot be seen ia 
the air-cells, this may be considered a rea- 
son for believing that it does not exist in the 
air-cells. We might as well disbelieve the 
existence of the air, because it cannot be 
seen. It has been supposed that a mucous 
membrane would interfere with that function 
of the lungs—the purification of the blood ; 
but we have no proof that any other struc- 
ture would be more suitable for this pur- 

se. 

ir the membrane be not mucous, it must 
be fibrous or serous, or cellular, all of which 
would be liable to the fatal consequences I 
have stated. . . 
The connexion of this subject with the 
most important principles of physiology and 
pathology, will be sufficient excuse for my 
attempt to establish the truth, even if that 
attempt should be considered a weak one. 
The same circumstance should prevent any 
weak or doubtful arguments being enter- 
tained, in support of opinions ne to 
those that are generally acknowledged to 
be correct. The same considerations too, 
will ensure the insertion of this paper in 
fue Lancer. 


St. Neot’s, 1850. 











in 
all 
la 


at ae 


'@aeor 


= 
Fs 


ems hoe 


7 —_——’"T VF Frew ermt se 8 O'S 





VINDICATION OF MR. BENNETT. 931 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 


CLASS OF ANATOMY. 


[VINDICATION OF MR, BENNETT. ] 


Ar ameeting of Mr. Bennett’s anatomical 
class, in the University of London, held 
March 23d, 1830,— 


Tt was resolved, 


1. That a letter bas appeared in last 
week’s Lancet, containing imputations on 
their teacher, which the class deem it their 
duty to notice and to refute. 


2. That the writer of the letter above 
alluded to, has prematurely charged Mr. 
Bennett with a breach of engagement, in 
not having performed duties, for the dis- 
charge of which ample time still remains 
before the close of the session. 

3. That the complaints of the badness of 
subjects demonstrated, has arisen from the 
writer's ignorance of the duties of the 
demonstrator, which are to demonstrate the 

he finds best dissected ; and that Mr. 

nnett bas gratuitously exceeded what his 

duty im , by frequently purchasing and 

preparing subjects, at considerable expense 

and trouble, m order to give one continuous 
and connected course. 


4, That the writer has made an incorrect 
and disingenuous statement of the propor- 
tion of dissecting pupils:—ist. In having 
stated the number of the class at 300 (the 
number attending all the medical classes of 
the University together), instead of at 180. 
2d. In having understated the average num- 
ber of dissectors, at from eight to ten, in- 
stead of from twenty-five to thirty. 


5. That the class feel perfectly satisfied 
with the arrangements which Mr. Bennett 
has made for the management of the dis- 
secting-rooms, when, from illness, he is un- 
able to attend ; and consider the charge of 
ee t against Mr. Phillips a gross false- 
hood. 


6. That the class view with disgust and 
indignation, the unfeeling and ungenerous 
allusion made by the writer to Mr. Dennett's 
late severe indisposition. 


7. That the class feel an unlimited con- 
tempt for the dastardly manner in which 
this attack has been made, and the want of 
moral courage and probity which has in- 
duced the writer to conceal his name and 
standing in the school. 


8. That the class cannot help expressing 
it as their decided opinion, that Mr. Bennett 
has never once failed to be most minute and 


careful in conducting his demonstrations ; 
while the senior students unanimously bear 
testimony to the superiority of the mode in 
which he has invariably explained the most 





intricate departments of anatomy. 


A. Tuomson, Chairman. 


F. Jackson T. Pedwill 

W. J. Strother G, Hume 

W. B. Atkingon W. Reid 

R. D. Goodwin M. Brown 

H, Smith W. Griffith 

W. Johnson N. B. Fisher 
J. W. Palmer J. Rayner 

P. Brown A. W. Littlepage 
G. V. Ellis E, Whitfield 
E. Jones R. Dudley 

W. Cluley T. E. Davies 
I. Miller R. G. Shuts 
J. Jenkins W. C, Anderson 
F.C, Noble W. Rowlandson 
J. Wells F. Spry 

T. Eden W. Bartlett 
C. Wilson L, Redwood 
T. Cutler P.H. 

J.C. Smith W. C. Irvine 
W. Valentine J.D. Evans 
H. O. Stephens 8. Carter 

E. Seward H. Phillips 
W. Driver J. Boosey 

J. P. Litehfield F. Hawkins 
W. Mumford F. R. Taylor 
George Hockton J. Y. Rooker 
G. Franks S. Massey 

W. R. Williams G. Terry 

E.S. Ryan T. Runell 

T. Davies G. O’ Keene 
J. Bland R. Thomas 

R. Garner T. G. Wright 
H. Thomas J. Quail 

E. Blackmore Jobn Skilt 

G. Phillips F, Lewis 

A. Little H, Cook 

G. H, Devonshire P. Martin 

J. Johnson H, Wall 

S. Bullen W.B. Caietriens 
Henry Bird B, Jolly 

C, Usrland W. Jones 

J. Hall C, De Morgan 
E. Quickett J. Devenish 
C. R, Bree J.H. Peart 
R.S. Owen F. H. Paine 
8. Chadwick Henry Cooper 
J. Thompson T. Wakefield 
J. Cassels C. Bernard 
W.G,S, Clack J. Hope 

R. Anderson John Garman 
W. M. Richards W. Tomkyns 
| J. Storrar J.C. Kay 

J. Cornelius F. Richardson 
| C. Wordingham T. Goodridge 
J. Standen 
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NEGLECT OF PATIENTS IN ST, THOMAS'S 
HOSPITAL. 


To the Editor of Tue Laycer. 


NEGLECT AT ST. THOMAS’S.—BOOKS, 


BOOKS FOR REVIEW. 
Observations on the existing Distinction 
| between Physic ava Surgery ; with remarks 
on the general State of the Medical Profes- 
sion, By Klein Grant, M.D., M.R.C.S, 


Sin,—I was much surprised at the follow- | | oadon : Wilson. 1830. pp. 24. 


ing paragraph, in the report of the case of 
* James Grace, St. Thomas’s Hospital,” 
No. 341, Lancer. ‘* On Thursday the 11th, 
the patient was seen by Mr. Travers, who, 
after a careful examivation, succeeded in 
detecting a dislocation backwards on the | 
iscluatic notch; but us Friday is the usual 
Operating day at this hospital, the reduction | 


was postponed until the following day. 


This delay, and the reason assigned for it, | 
are equally reprehensible. If the surgeons 


Hints for the Suppression and Extinction 
of Fires in Dweliing-Houses, etc., and for 


| Protecting Property in general from Fire, 
| By Robert Venables, M.B, London. Cadell, 


1830. pp. 16. 

Observations on the Disorders of Females, 
connected with Uterine Irritation. By Thos. 
Addison, M. D., Ass. Phy. & Lec. at Guy’s 
Hospital. London: Highiey. 1830. 8vo. 


A Description of the Distribution of the 


of these great institutions are all to act On | Nerves of the Human Body ; with Elemen- 


this principle, if the detection of injury is 
not to lead at once to the appropriate reme- 
dy—if the instruction of pupils 1s paramount 
to the relief of the suffering patients, then, | 


| tary, Physiological, and Surgical Observe- 


tions: including Mr, Brookes’s Nomenclature 
of the Nervous System. By G.D. Dermott, 
Lecturer on Anatomy and Surgery. Lon- 





Sir, | maintain that the primary objects of | -C ~ 
the’ illusteious a pepe = voy. | $08: Callow and Wilson, 1830, Svo. pp. 


lums of distress are sacrificed and postponed 
for others, in themselves worthy, | grant, of | 4. Mediter. 
being provided for, but still secondary in 
relation to those | wish to point attention 
to; practice, grounded on the basis of that | 
te, must lead to incalculably increased | 

to the patient, and | leave it to those 
influenced by such reasons to say, whether 
their endeavours to give relief are facilitated 


or otherwise ; 1 have aldressed these few 
remarks to you, huowing you are as anxious- 
ly desirous of promoting the interests of the 
unfortunate inmates of our hospitals, as you 
are to forward those of the medical peblie 
generally, or the students in particular, 


Aw Ixvaurp, 
Subscriber to Tue Lancer. 


London, March 18, 1830, 





Sketches of the Medical Topography of 
ranean : comprising an Account 


| of Gibraltar, the lonian Islands, and Malta; 


to which is prefixed, a Sketch of a Plan for 
Memoirs, or Medical Topogra ae By Joun 
Hexnex, M.D., Inspector of Military Hos- 


| pitals; edited by his Son, J. Hannan, 


M.D., &e. London: Underwood. 1830, 
8v0. pp. 666, 





Earata.—tIn the letter of Amicus Jus- 
titie, page 895, col, 2, line 48, for, ** whilat 
a junior apprentice, son of Mr.‘L.” read, 
** whilst a junior apprentice of Mr, Lyford's 
father,” 

Will our readers be so good as to correct 
with the pen the paging of the present vo- 
lume from 552 to 585. 





Correspondents in gui next. 


END OF VOL, I., 1829—30. 
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